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Gree�ngs,

A more happy month in this lengthy pandemic.
The US border is open, and for short trips, the
$200 PCR test will no longer be required for visits
of under 72 hours, which makes many north
eastern Land-Rover events a�ainable again. .

It is that �me of year again to summarise the
year’s accomplishments with this newsle�er. This
is the fourteenth newsle�er in a row at 36 pages, a
size picked based upon postal rates were anyone
to print and mail a copy of this effort. And, doing
the math, that works out to 432 pages of
newsle�er this year, breaking the previous record
set by Ben Smith and I in 2013 of 304 pages. Last
year came in at 300 pages. Personally, this is my
173rd newsle�er for a total of 3,358 pages over the
past twenty eight years.

For the club announcements, obviously there is no
Christmas Party this month. However, there is
some background work happening to ensure that
some of the awards to recognise some gi�ed
individuals, with the balance of the other awards
res�ng for a year.

The Annual General Mee�ng is tenta�vely
scheduled for the end of February. COVID-19 will
have some say in the scheduling, and like with
thinks like border closures, can be moved on a
month to month basis un�l it can be held. And,
finally, nomina�ons for various posi�ons are open.
This would be a great opportunity to get more
involved!

As for a li�le further in the future, prepara�ons for
WinterRomp con�nue, albeit with restric�ons and
changes. As with last month, there is further
informa�on to be considered if you are planning
on a�ending, assuming, for Canadians, the border
is s�ll open.

In this month’s issue we have:

• The start of the OVLR Awards Season;
• Kevin’s ten ques�ons for former president

William Ficner (2015-16)
• For Winter Romp enthusiasts, the SMG column

discusses further improvements to trails;
• Larry Simpson writes on a li�le bit of

refurbishment of the CB brake master cylinder;
• Andrew Jones returns with part 4 of NADA

noodlings, discussing cooling;

• Kevin Newell writes on Td5 oil centrifuge oil
bolt repair;

• Andrew Hill contributes an ar�cle on the newly
re-released Corgi 417 Breakdown truck

• Keith Barre� send a review of the new book
Afghanistan at Time of Peace by Christopher
Balfour, an account of a 1955 expedi�on;

• Aleksandre Agadjanov sends a few more
photos of his early IIA 109 SW model build.
This month he is making the rear hitch. ;

• Greg Fitzgerald sends in an ar�cle on his recent
par�cipa�on in the Guy Fawkes gathering in
upstate New York; and

• No space for my Land-Rover Stamps or toys.

That’s it for another month, enjoy this month’s
issue.

Dixon Kenner

“We shall not cease from explora�on
And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first �me” - TS Elliot
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P.O. Box 494
Carp, Ontario, Canada K0A 1LO

General Information

Ottawa Valley Land Rovers is the oldest
and largest Land Rover club in Canada and
the second oldest in North America.
Membership is open to all Land Rover en-
thusiasts. Executive meetings are held on
the first Monday of every month. Social
meetings are held on the third Monday of
every month, generally at the Prescott
Hotel on Preston Street.

OVLR offers a monthly newsletter and a
variety of activities throughout the year,
from mechanical seminars and off-road
rallies to social events and family ori-
ented outings. Off-road activities come
in several categories. The light version,
which is usually entertainment during a
rally or at one of our family summer
events, consists of a little “mud bogging”
or tours along country lanes. The heavy
stuff, which is usually several days across
public lands navigating by compass, topo-
graphical maps and aerial photos, involves
bridge building, river barging, and driving
conditions raging from cedar swamp to
rocky hill winching.

Membership: Canadians joining through-
out the year pay $35 CDN per year, Ameri-
cans and others pay $35 US per year.
Membership is valid for one year.

Radio Frequencies

VHF 146.520
CB channel 1
FRS channel 1 sub 5
SW 14.160 MHz
OVLR/Land Rover HAM:
14.160 MHz @ 01:00GMT Tuesdays

Online
http://www.ovlr.ca

http://www.facebook.com/groups/
1477333665898918/

Land Rover FAQ: http://www.lrfaq.org

Newsletter Archive
http://www.ovlr.ca/nl/OVLR.nl.freq.html

OVLR Executive and
General Hangers-On

President
Kevin Newell
Newellandscott@me.com

Secretary
Terry King
terrycking@gmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Pell
djpells3@yahoo.ca

Events Coördinator
Maple Syrup: Peter Gaby
Birthday Party: Dave Pell
ABCD: Peter Gaby
Cedar Hill: Andrew Jones
Christmas Party: Executive
Other Events: ad hoc

Off-road Coördinator
Chris Dowell
chris.dowell@live.ca

Executive Members-at-Large
Patrick Lariviere
Patricklariviere@me.com

Past-President
Andrew Jones
andrew.jones@xplornet.ca

Club Equipment Officer
Vacant

Archivist
Benjamin Smith
bens101fc@gmail.com

Interclub Coördinator
Peter Gaby

Returning Officer
Dixon Kenner
temporaryEditor.OVLR@gmail.com

Merchandising Coordinator
William Ficner
will@wilboro.com

Webmasters (1994 to 2021)
Dixon Kenner
Benjamin Smith

ISSN 1203-8237 (print)
ISSN 2563-7118 (digital)

In accordance with the Library and Archives
Act, and the Legal Deposit of Publications Reg-
ulations, all OVLR newsletters are deposited
with the Library of Canada and available to the
public.

The OVLR newsletter is published twelve times
per year for club members. The editor wel-
comes submissions of text and photographs for
publication.

Submissions: Articles and photographs may be
submitted to the Editor, Dixon Kenner (dken-
ner@gmail.com) or via post to the club ad-
dress. Please include photographer’s name,
captions, identifications of people and vehi-
cles, and a return address if you want the pho-
tos back. For the best reproduction of photos,
use the highest resolution possible.

Deadlines: Submissions to the OVLR Newslet-
ter must be received by the 1st of every month
for inclusion in that month’s newsletter. All
items submitted for publication should be legi-
ble and attributable. Names may be withheld
at the request of the writer.

Editorial Policy: The Editor of the OVLR news-
letter reserves the right to edit any submitted
material for space and content considerations.
Articles, statements and opinions appearing in
the OVLR newsletter do not necessarily reflect
the position of the officers, board of directors,
members of the OVLR or its sponsors or adver-
tisers. Where specific data regarding opera-
tion, safety, repairs or legislation are con-
cerned, you are advised to obtain an
independent verification. The Club, officers
and contributors can accept no responsibilities
for the result of errors or omissions given in
this newsletter or by any other means.

Copyright: Pursuant to the Berne Convention,
no portion of the OVLR Newsletter may be
reprinted without written permission of the ed-
itor. Copyright is held by the author of articles
or photographer and the balance by OVLR.
Where permission is granted, citation must in-
clude month and year of the OVLR issue.

Newsletter Editor:
Dixon Kenner
temporaryEditor.OVLR@gmail.com

Production Assistance:
Aleksandre Agadjanov (Georgia), Keith
Barrett (Belleville, Ont), Mark Brouer
(Colorado, for sale), Greg Fitzgerald (New
Jersey), Peter Fritz (Austria), Bruce
Fowler (Maine), Andrew Hill (England),
Andrew Jones (Packenham, Ont), Kevin
Newell (Ottawa), Larry Simpson (Kansas),
Keith Shukait (California)

Photos - Cover - Gover the Rover in Christ-
mas attire (Larry Simpson); Page 2 - Guy
Fawkes bonfire (Greg Fitzgerald)

http://www.ovlr.ca
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1477333665898918/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1477333665898918/
http://www.lrfaq.org
http://www.ovlr.ca/nl/OVLR.nl.freq.html
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The Presco� Social was a poorly a�ended
affair, the reminder going out late. general; Dave’s
plans on making his 110 into a camper; Huawei
and cell technology; all sorts of things. And why
Bruce Ricker and a few other stalwarts might not
have been there. Meatball sandwiches and square
pizza. It has been a long wait.

The 334th Social, aka the December virtual
social, was held on December 6th. Ten plus people
showed up, albeit not Greg. Yes, Greg was absent
again, Lighthouses were more important, again ...
Discussion topics included: Snow removal; Dixon's
visit to the Prairies to fetch a Mark II Aus�n Mini
body shell (Editor’s note - 81h01 & 7,260.3 km), his
stop in Winnipeg to see Chris Lywtyn. What
people’s winter plans were, such as David is going
skiing and finalising plans on his expedi�on
conversion to his 110, Denis snowmobiling in the
gaspe, snow permi�ng &c. Terry's clutch is
misbehaving and everyone contributed to an
armchair diagnosis, Terry taking notes.

Finally, when a missing Dixon appeared, all got an
educa�on on Mini shells. Then conversa�on
turned to the 1948 Land Rover in Parry Sound (�ed
for being first Land-Rover into Canada), which led
to discussing scrap yards, par�cularly a large one
near Parish NY, south of O�awa on i81. Finally,
travel plans to Moab, Greg’s absence, Overland
NTH, Peter’s body panels, a 1984-style two
minutes hate on Freelanders, ending with mice in
cars. Whew...

Elections for 2022
‘Tis the �me again as the weather grows colder
that the writ of our valued Execu�ve begins to
come to an end a�er a successful year of ac�vi�es.
When OVLR was established in 1984 as a chapter
of ALROC, it was established under various
guidelines. Some of the fundamental ones were
the crea�on of an elected Execu�ve, fixed Annual
General Mee�ngs of the local membership, full
financial disclosure to the membership, a regular
newsle�er and regular elec�ons of the Execu�ve.

This lead to a sense of duty where members were
encouraged to run for office, serve their turn, and
rotate the Execu�ve members to prevent burnout
and keep new ideas flowing. A�er thirty-seven

years, OVLR is the second oldest Land-Rover club
in the Americas, as well as con�nuously running
two events longer than any other Land-Rover club
in the hemisphere.

The following elected execu�ve posi�ons are open
for nomina�on:

• President: Responsible for the overall
opera�on of the club. Or as Truman wrote
“The Buck Stops Here”

• Events Co-ordinator: As Events can be a large
and onerous load, the Events Co-ordinator
posi�on co-ordinates the overall Events proper.
The larger “family oriented” events such as the
Maple Syrup Rally, the Birthday Party, and the
Christmas Party have dedicated organisers.

• Off-road Co-ordinator: Responsible for all
green-laning, off-road events and RTV Trials
that the club will undertake. This will include
everything from jaunts to LaRose Forest to the
light off-road and RTV Trials at the Birthday
Party.

• Execu�ve Member at Large: A posi�on that
would allow for members to learn the ropes,
assist the other Execu�ve in undertaking their
tasks. If you’re thinking you wanted to help the
club and was thinking about ge�ng onto the
execu�ve all is not lost.

This is your opportunity to help with the future
direc�on of the club. If you have a couple of free
hours a month, and want to help run the club,
contact the execu�ve and let your inten�ons be
known. If you are interested in running, or would
like to nominate someone for a posi�on, either
pass me a note at the Social, or drop an email to:
temporaryEditor.OVLR@gmail.com

Which raises another point. The Club has a
number of appointed posi�ons, one of which is the
role of Returning Officer. A�er about a decade as
Returning Officer for OVLR, I am happily ready to
pass it on to someone else. I note that it is a small
and easy role, however, this newsle�er takes up a
fair amount of �me. If you are interested in this
role, drop me, or Terry King, a line and it can be
brought forward at the AGM.

The elec�ons take place at the Annual General

OVLR News
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As you may be aware, OVLR has a number of tradi-
�onal and non-tradi�onal awards that are given
out every year. Decided upon by a secret cabal of
erudite members, now is your opportunity to rat
out a trusted friend, as we all know that he, or she,
has already ra�ed you out. No, mutual trust
doesn’t work. Remember the prisoner’s dilemma.
Co-opera�ng and revealing all is the op�mal
course of ac�on, just as Clifford and Sedgewich
have conspired to rat out an esteemed past presi-
dent once upon a �me. In fact, a reading of past
recipients reads like a who’s who of respected club
members. Given this arsenal of awards what is tra-
di�onally available:

The Lugnut:
Ahhh, our oldest,
and most famous
award. A feared
trophy made of
the finest bu�er-
nut. A small
award with a
famed list of ad-
mirers. The recipi-
ent’s list reads like
a who’s who of
Land-Rover own-
ership. It recog-
nizes spectacular,

and o�en fudged, stories of prowess in anything
Land-Rover. With an uncanny ability to seek out
the guilty, and if it can’t find them locally, go on
walkabout throughout the United States and Eu-
rope looking for poten�al vic^H^H^H candidates
while it spreads its Nigel-like woe interna�onally.
Such ac�vi�es on the part of this award are gener-
ally necessary as its poten�al recipients are usually
scrambling over each other to avoid its baleful
glance.

Because of the pres�ge associated with this award,
members are no�ceably shy about coming forward
and claiming the award, preferring to defer the
honour to someone worthier. On the other hand,
many are afraid to nominate someone else in fear
that they might get ra�ed out themselves. Well,
don’t fear. We have several nomina�ons thus far,
so the chances are that your good buddy over
there has already turned you in. So, this is your
chance! Turn him in before your name appears on
this lovely work of art!

As an indicator of the type of recipient we are
looking for, in the distant past, this pres�gious
award was bestowed upon Dave Lowe (as turned
in by Tom Tollefson (note betrayal, a good thing))
for a mul�tude of sins, that range from rear ram-
ming innocent 88’s, to cross-axling the mighty 101
in the middle of a city park, to undertaking more
engine rebuilds than even Dixonmanaged, as well
as other assorted crimes to numerous to list.

The Towball: A simple award based upon
who has towed Land Rovers the most, and the fur-
thest in the past year. Extra points are awarded if
the vehicle did not need towing. Bestowed first
upon the person who tows perfectly func�onal
Land Rovers around for fun (Quin�n Aspin, Bre�
Storey towing Dave (oops, that would be dysfunc-
�onal in this case), or for all the wrong reasons
(Zippy Tow and their new airmobile service), for-
go�en where their Land Rover is (Peter Gaby) or
for other various reasons.

The OVLR Awards Season begins
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The Silver Swivel Ball: An award to the club
member who has done the most on a volunteer
basis to help the club. Bestowed upon the unrec-
ognized, past recipients have included Vern Fair-
head, Charlie Haigh, Dave Pell and Spencer Nor-
cross for their behind the scenes support of the
clubs ac�vi�es over the years.

Gasket Under Glass: A perennial favourite,
and one of the most a�rac�ve awards in the club’s
collec�on. In Ted Rose’s words “the most spectacu-
lar head gasket failure that I have ever seen”, Gas-
ket Under Glass is a lovely 2.25l copper head gas-
ket in an an�que gold leaf frame upon the finest
felt background.

Using Bob Woods’ adage “we can’t believe it ran”
the award honours mechanical wonderment. The
recipient’s list reads like those who you would
never believe would win it (see above on ra�ng
out your best buddy. He already has turned you
in!)

The Golden
Wench: bestowed
upon the fairest
member of the long
suffering female
persuasion who
must put up with
the fascina�ng an-
�cs of her spouse.
Generally nomi-
nated by husbands
trying to deflect
a�en�on, it also
serves as encour-
agement for wives
to turn in their
naughty husbands. One past recipient, so inspired
her husband that he became President of OVLR.

Then, there are the random awards created
on an annual basis to honour individual achieve-
ment. These are carefully cra�ed by an old-world
an�que restora�on cra�sman from the finest man-
gled parts, generally your own that have made
their way into the hands of the awards commi�ee.

Send nomina�ons to DIxon Kenner or Terry King

Notes on the 2020 Awards: 2020 was a difficult
year. One award found a suitable candidate with
the limited, two and a half month, season. Gasket
Under Glass - Alastair Sinclair. What can be said. A
freshly rebuilt motor, maiden voyage. Let’s break
it in the Pit of Despair. Err, Alastair, that is “break it
in”, not “break it in the Pit...” It sounded like a
diesel as it emerged. A hands down winner, as was
another, seemingly annual, engine rebuild.

For the rest, Lugnut, Towball, Silver Swivel Ball,
Golden Wench, and Grey Poupon, sadly not.
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Important No�ce to all paid, full OVLR
members. Your club membership is up for
renewal in January regardless of when you used to
renew.

In 2022 OVLR membership renewal will occur in
January. All membership renewals will now occur
every January. (1) This change will also coincide
with the mandatory OF4WD insurance renewal
which you should have already been sent by
email.

The OVLR club code for the OF4WD insurance
renewal was sent to all current members by our
club Secretary Terry King. Use this code when
renewing with OF4WD. This will grant you a $25
club savings. This $25 is for OF4WD membership
and OVLR club insurance.

The Ontario Federa�on of 4-wheel Drive (OF4WD)
is the umbrella 4X4 organiza�on that manages our
off-road liability insurance, trail maintenance, trail
cataloguing, poli�cal lobbying to maintain trail
access and other important things.

IMPORTANT NOTES:
1. Paying this OF4WD fee does not automa�cally

make you an OVLR member. You will s�ll be
required to pay annual club dues to be able to
par�cipate in any club ac�vi�es, get your cool,
custom individually numbered OVLR medallion
as well as receive the monthly newsle�er and
other benefits.

2. If you are already a member of another
OF4WD club affiliate such as EOTB or LRAA and
have already paid OF4WD fees you are not
required to pay again. (If you will not be
par�cipa�ng in driving events at OVLR events,
OF4WD membership is not required)

3. Pursuant to “important note 2” above, you are
required to confirm your membership in
OF4WD and send your membership number to
ovlr.treasurer@yahoo.com

4. You will be able to renew your OVLR
membership in January. Currently the online
membership purchasing is disabled on Shopify
and it will be reac�vated again in January.

Happy Holidays everyone!

Notes: 1. OVLR was originally January to January,
but in the mid Nine�es, switched to the joining
month given the rise in members outside of O�awa
proper, who were joining at events, like the
Birthday Party, Bri�sh Invasion @ Stowe and other
similar events where OVLR had a presence.

Website Renewal! Happy news! The Execu�ve has
found a volunteer to renew the OVLR website.

As a ma�er of background, the current website
was created in the early to mid 1990’s and existed
in several places (like on servers in California,
Hawaii, &c) before being migrated to my (read, the
Editor’s) dining room on August 1st, 1998 as a
temporarymeasure. There it sat for some fi�een
plus years before par�ally moving into the cloud in
the USA and Australia, for performance issues.
Albeit, along with por�ons s�ll persis�ng in said
dining room.

The basic Lynx and VI compa�ble website was
upgraded by Bill Maloney to a HTML table driven
site around 2003/4. Besides basic informa�onal
changes, updates and addi�ons, it has maintained
the same look and feel since Bill’s renewal (See
image above).

Some�me in 2007, at Jean-Leon Morin’s request, a
4GL SQL database was added which supported the
php-based OVLR web forums, which proved quite
popular for a number of years, un�l Facebook
arrived and destroyed most web forums in general.
With the crea�on of the OVLR group in Facebook,
use of the forum drama�cally declined and the
web forum was re�red.

Which brings us to today. As of the date of this
newsle�er, some 8,538 days later, or 23 years, four
months and fi�een days, I can happily say that the
site will be soon be migrated to a WordPress
instance and handled by a new web master, or
perhaps, mistress.

Responsibili�es for the DNS related to OVLR.org
and OVLR.ca are being transferred to an account
that will be controlled by the Execu�ve. Ben Smith
and I have overseen the OVLR DNS for nearly thirty
years, and it is �me for some renewal going
forward.
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Some tradi�onal events are now happening,
star�ng with the OVLR Social on the third
Monday of the month, which for this newsle�er
publica�on date is this coming Monday.

As the return to The Presco� is possible for the
third Monday, a decision was made to move the
virtual event to the first Monday of the month.
The idea being that the virtual social has
a�racted a different crowd than the physical,
including consistent a�endance from New
Jersey and Manitoba as well as farther out areas
of Ontario and Quebec, and thus it is sustainable
to hold two events. Thus, looking forward,
some dates are -

• December 20th (live @ Presco�)
• January 3rd (virtual)
• January 17th (live @ the Presco�)
• February 7th (virtual)
• WinterRomp - Feb 18-21st - go to

h�p://www.winterromp.me
• February 20th (live @ the Presco�)

Introducing the latest addi�on to the Jones
collec�on (maybe hoard is a be�er word): Meet
Clifford, who iden�fies as a big red carbon
footprint. Andrew writes -

Huge thank you to Bruce Ricker, for being pa�ent
with me as I made financial and physical room to
take over the custodianship.

For those who are unfamiliar - Clifford has an
amazing spec .. He’s a 1980 2-door Range Rover …
with a tuned 3.9 litre V8 .. Stainless headers,
Holley 390 cfm carb, Mallory igni�on system,
Quaife diffs & drivesha�s, Ramsey electric winch ..
and a host of other features that make him an
awesome off-roader. I have admired / coveted this

truck for years. Looking forward to ge�ng on the
trails in 2022.

https://%E2%80%A2%09http://www.winterromp.me
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A note from Charlie Speedie - Here are
photos of Saturday's run in Bobcaygeon (It's north
of Peterborough and Karwartha region) organized
by Charlie Speedie Jr. The group consisted of
seven trucks, a few braved the weather and
camped out Friday night. It was a great day, lots of
rock surfaces to climb, lots of water and a fair
amount of winching. Thanks Charlie.

From Keith Shukait - A�er 8 months and
several tries, the California DMV finally approved
my year of manufacture license plates! Looking
good if I do say so myself!

A second submission from Andrew Jones -
A busy weekend .. the 109 went off to its new
home in Campbell’s Bay, Quebec. The new owner
Chris�an Voillemont is passionate about LRs, has a
respectable collec�on and really enjoys off-
roading in remote places. I’m very pleased it’s
gone to someone rela�vely local who will
appreciate it and enjoy it.

Chris�an is known to the Montreal chapter and
I’m encouraging him to take the plunge and join
OVLR.

Also got to spend some �me on the P6 .. star�ng
work on the base unit clean up and repair .. bit of a
wire wheeling frenzy .. and applica�on of some
POR15 on bulkhead and inner wings

And finally from Michel Bertrand - Lost but
found in the parts bin while cleaning up the
garage. 1 bo�om seat for middle seat and 1 back
side seat. Each have a 3/4’’ tear. 25$ each.Located
in Kingsey Falls, Quebec. Can be RURR to Quebec
City, Montreal, or O�awa
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What is your current profession?
I'm a self employed designer/maker of bags and
leather goods at my business Wilboro.

How did you end up with OVLR ?
I sought it out a�er purchasing my first 110 and
likely with some pressure from current newsle�er
editor Dixon Kenner, who lives close by. In
retrospect I should have sought out
OVLR before and not a�er I purchased that first
vehicle, LOL.

What inspired you to get into Land Rovers?
My Father had Land Rovers when I was a child. In
fact when I was born I came home from the
hospital in 1973 88". I guess it just kind of seeped
into my blood being around them.

What Land Rover do you currently drive the
most?
1997 Defender 110 CSW LHD that I purchased in
the Netherlands.

What do you like the most about your Land
Rover?
How it looks ... LOL

What do you like least about your Land Rover?
I don't have the air condi�oning hooked up yet...
need to get on that.

What was the last thing you had to repair on your
Land Rover?
Replaced the front Prop a�er the U-joint self-
destructed while driving.... no other major damage
but yikes!

What is your dream Land Rover?
I think my current Rover is pre�y much my dream
one.

What profession other than your own would you
like to a�empt?
Metal Fabrica�on.

If Heaven exists, what would you like to hear God
say when you
arrive at the
Pearly Gates?
Well done!
.

Ten Questions with past club president William Ficner (2015-16)
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Many annual Land
Rover events didn’t
run in 2020, but the
Guy Fawkes event in
the Cooperstown,
NY area was
cancelled for a
different reason
than Covid-19. The
host and private
landowner, long-
�me Land Rover
enthusiast Howard
Smith, got fed up
with the abuse his
farm suffered during
an event that had
grown beyond its
reasonable constraints. A�er a year’s break, it
returned in 2021, in a new form, focused on Series
and Military vehicles, as well as selected invited
non-compliant long-term a�endees.

The intent was to massively shrink the a�endance
list to make the event more manageable and
sustainable on Howard’s hundred acres, situated
between Canajoharie and Cooperstown. Howard
has held the event since he moved to Upstate New
York in the early 2000s, originally invi�ng his 101
Forward Control and ex-MOD Land Rover friends.
It grew organically over the years, including the
addi�on of some plushies by the late 2000s.
However, un�l the mid-2010s it expanded on a

referral basis, with
new a�endees
contac�ng Howard
via email before
coming. The
addi�on of a
Facebook group for
the event a few
years ago led to
explosive growth,
with the 2017 and
2018 events ge�ng
out of control. A
slightly more
restrained 2019
event was s�ll
beyond the bounds
of the land and the

landowner.

This year’s event was strictly Series, Military, and
Invita�onal, with all a�endees instructed to
contact Howard via email, with his email address
not shared publicly. The result was a much
smaller, but exponen�ally more manageable
weekend. Unfortunately, the event ended the day
before the USA-Canadian border reopened, which
precluded several long-�me Canadian a�endees
from coming. The Yankee-only event s�ll had a
respectable fi�een or so a�endees, including Jim
Merriam who drove from Howard’s former home
of Kansas to visit. Trucks a�ending were largely
leaf-sprung.

Most people arrived
Friday evening, either
staying at the KC
Corner Motel nearby,
or camping in one of
Howard’s fields. As is
tradi�on, we enjoyed
some pizzas in
Howard’s sunroom the
first night and caught
up on what’s happened
since we all last saw
each other – in this
case, for some of us,
several years.

On Saturday, we
undertook the feats of
strength which have
become a standard
part of Guy Fawkes.

A Quieter Guy Fawkes Event by Greg Fitzgerald
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This year involved the tradi�onal winch challenge,
and a “trailer backing up compe��on.” The la�er
was held first, and sounded innocuous enough
un�l par�cipants realized that it involved a hay
wagon with a pivo�ng front axle. For those
unini�ated, this completely turns topsy-turvy the
normal dynamics of reversing a trailer, with several
more points of movement than a tradi�onal trailer.
Times ranged from just over three minutes for the
winner (George Minio�s) and runner-up (Forrest
Cli�on), to approximately nine minutes for Howard
Smith in Chris Velardi’s lacking-in-viewshed 101FC
Kraken and Ben Smith, to almost twenty minutes
for me, in a stunning display of incompetence.

This was followed by the winch compe��on, first
introduced at the 2017 edi�on of the event. Three
teams par�cipated: Forrest Cli�on and Ethan Drain

(109 Hybrid), Chris Velardi and Eric Riston (101FC),
and Ben Smith and Russ Dushin (S2 88).

The event concluded with the tradi�onal bonfire
and potluck. While the la�er was smaller than
before, the former was not, and once again the
grand Bri�sh tradi�on set aglow the skies over East
Springfield. The fire provided warmth for an
evening of cha�ng around the bonfire. Sunday
morning brought the tradi�onal buffet breakfast at
the KC Corner Restaurant, specially opened for our
group (they have generally been closed due to the
Covid downturn in this remote-ish corner of New
York), and then goodbyes un�l the next �me.
Though the Guy Fawkes rally is far smaller than it
has been for many years, and likely will not grow
anywhere near that big again, it is s�ll an enjoyable
Land Rover rally in the classical style.
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For those of
you who missed seeing
Oxford when he visited
the USA and are
curious to see some of
voyage across the
con�nent, two more
episodes have been
posted since the last
newsle�er:

Video No 4 - Oxford undergoes repairs in
prepara�on for her expedi�on and starts off at the
Pacific Ocean. Link - h�ps://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iDIzWPAI3Tk

Video no 5 - Oxford begins her journey east across
Oregon, California, and Nevada. Link - h�ps://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwLpSBMvpRk&t=9s

It was back in 1996 that James Taylor’s
book Original Land Rover Series I was first
published, and it has been in print and in constant
demand ever since.

In recent years James has been engaged in further
research and the gathering of new informa�on for
a much larger and more detailed work about the
Series I, so this substan�al new book is dedicated
to the 80-inch models alone, with the Series I's on
other wheelbases to come in a later volume. The
aim remains the same as it was for the 1996 book:
to provide a detailed guide to correct factory

specifica�on and equipment for all models.

It is the fine detail of those improvements – some
intended to simplify build procedures and others
to give the customers a be�er product – that lie at
the heart of this book. For owners and enthusiasts
seeking to return an 80-inch model to its original
ex-factory specifica�on, or to iden�fy non-original
features, it aims to demys�fy the huge succession
of changes that were made on the assembly lines,
recording not only what happened but also why.

With the aid of Simon Clay’s photography of some
superb examples of the marque, correct details are
shown on both complete vehicles and on some
under restora�on to give the dedicated enthusiast
the knowledge needed. In this book, leading Land
Rover historian James Taylor is your guide to the
mul�ple changes in specifica�on that affected the
80-inch Land Rovers built between 1948 and 1953.

A link to pre-order - h�ps://www.amazon.ca/

The perfect Christmas wrapping paper
for Land Rover fans. Described thusly - Our
original artwork printed on quality silk paper. Each
sheet is 70 x 50 cm in size, but folded for postage.

h�ps://shop.industryandsupply.com/products/
land-rover-birthday-wrapping-paper

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDIzWPAI3Tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDIzWPAI3Tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwLpSBMvpRk&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwLpSBMvpRk&t=9s
https://www.amazon.ca/Factory-Original-Land-Rover-80-inch-models/dp/1906133905/ref=sr_1_1
https://www.amazon.ca/Factory-Original-Land-Rover-80-inch-models/dp/1906133905/ref=sr_1_1
https://shop.industryandsupply.com/products/land-rover-birthday-wrapping-paper
https://shop.industryandsupply.com/products/land-rover-birthday-wrapping-paper
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Centre Steer
Podcast #104 - Chuck
Hester is our guest
this month. Chuck is
an administrator of
ROAM (Rover Owners
of Maryland) and the
Bal�more Land Rover
Club. We talked with
Chuck back in June of
this year. He tells us how he came to be a third
genera�on Land Rover owner and passing on
legacy a Defender - an AA Yellow 1995 NAS Land
Rover Defender 90.

In the news, JLR sales are dependent on computer
chips, Nick Rogers steps down, Land Rover model
lineup changes, the new Range Rover and a
ba�ered Series One in a speed museum.

h�ps://centresteer.com/podcast/centresteer-104-
chuckhestor/

Frank Elson has a new
column out for December.
This month he writes about
interes�ng squeeks and ra�les
in his trusty Range Rover, and
then digresses onto a number
of interes�ng observa�ons on
Land Rover ownership and
adventures..
Goto h�ps://
frankelson.home.blog/columns/ to read this, and
other past columns

Love your 2.25l? Your 2.5l? Well, for
approximately fi�een hundred pounds, Classis Fuel
Injec�on of the UK now has a kit out with
everything you need to bolt to your engine to get
upwards of 110hp out of it.

A link - h�ps://www.classicfuelinjec�on.co.uk/
landrover-2-25-4-cyl-premium-kit

https://centresteer.com/podcast/centresteer-104-chuckhestor/
https://centresteer.com/podcast/centresteer-104-chuckhestor/
https://frankelson.home.blog/columns/
https://frankelson.home.blog/columns/
https://www.classicfuelinjection.co.uk/landrover-2-25-4-cyl-premium-kit
https://www.classicfuelinjection.co.uk/landrover-2-25-4-cyl-premium-kit


Ramblings from Sebas�cook
Millennium Green

It was commented that, things have been a quiet
as of late. So, not much new to write about...
Except, maybe, the Great Beaver War of ‘21.

Signs! Remember what the Romp used to be like
in the snow covered days, pre-cell phone? Well,
the first coat of paint above ... A shout out to Jeff
Mukai (Isuzu 4JB1T powered 94 LWB) who offered
and has now started making permanent trail signs
and markers! This is definitely a huge jump start
on next years total trail makeover... Thank You
Jeff!

In terms of the Great Beaver War of ‘21, the dam
has been regularly breached, and we experienced
the munchkins trying to place branches in dam
while we were removing it. Yep, it is a regular
occurrence... They were s�ll at it when it was
breached later the same a�ernoon.

Namesake Treestand le� the property this week. ..
George the raffle Disco will do the same a�er
Romp. Cleaned up diffuser, it ready for winter,
forgot how �ght it is... Somehow escaped with
both door mirrors s�ll in place.

This is George the 2001 Discovery ll (raffle Disco)
Back in July 2020 Greg Black & Sarah Katuzny gave
George to the Sebas�cook Millennium Green a�er

many years of excellent service.
Plan on the Green's end was to
raffle George off at last year’s
romp to help defray new
infrastructure expenses. Brief
look into George's recent past:
George has been used as all
Land Rovers should be used for
the past 200k. Not pampered
but a true workhorse. The list of
replacements over the past year
is truly impressive. George the
raffle Disco, now has tyre
chains, GMRS radio, recovery
strap, so� shackles, Hi li� jack,
Max Traxs should arrive this

week...

The Raffle will go live first part of January, �ckets
will be $50.00 each. Stay tuned....

The Winter Romp Shirt colour poll goes up this
weekend... (Dec 18th)

We are working to get you ALL of the informa�on
on the website. In the mean�me:
1. Registra�on is required. Proof of vaccina�on

required for registra�on;
2. If you have not been to Winter Romp before

and do not have a Rover, this is not the year to
come. Ask a friend if you can ride with them;

3. Hotels are booked solid. Keep trying all op�ons
in the area, there may be cancella�ons;

4. T shirts will be ordered and paid for on line.
You will pick them up at the check in desk at
the Waterville Grand;

5. 25th anniversary celebra�on Friday night
banquet $25 a head. Tickets bought and paid
for online; and

6. Raffle to support Sebas�cook Millennium
Green infrastructure. $50 a chance for
“George” the D2. Tickets can be bought on
line, on Friday night at the celebra�on and at
the Habitat Concession Stand during the event

t

The Sebas�cook Millennium Green
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Cleaning up a CB Master Cylinder by Larry Simpson
This month I thought that I should show how easy
it is taking the CB master brake cylinder apart and
rebuilding it.

I ini�ally was not too sure how well it went, there’s
lots of conflic�ng info in re how to do it. Some say
just coat everything, including seals with new,
clean brake fluid; some, such as the manual, say to
lightly coat the seals and piston with red rubber
grease. When I saw the grease op�on the first
thing that came to mind was small clumps of
grease clogging up the �ny ports under the shim,
so coa�ng everything with fluid makes sense. Then
I was told that red rubber grease is miscible with
DOT-4, but I'm using DOT-5. No clue how a silicon
based fluid would mix with the grease.

Pics 1 & 2 are of the cylinder before and a�er
teardown. The piston is in two pieces with this one
as well.

Pic 3 shows, as best as I could get, the li�le ports
under the shim.

Pic 4 - A�er cleaning all of the metal parts with
brake/carb cleaner the thing is ready for
reassembly. At this �me I coated it all with fluid,
not grease.

Pic 5 - there it is, all assembled except for the dust
cover.

Pic 6 - Decided to leave the thing in this posi�on
for the night; there was some seepage from
around the pushrod reten�on washer. I'm pre�y
sure the seepage is the excess fluid that was
liberally applied to the top of the piston, so this
should help. The next step, unless someone
convinces me the grease and DOT-5 will mix, was
to smear the inside of the dust cover with the
grease, fill with fluid and a�ach it. A�er that -
rea�ach to tower and reinstall. It bugs me not
being able to test it first though. I have no
confidence in this project. The photo also shows
an awesome tool to have, Ridgid E-110.

Un�l next month from Kansas!
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NADA Noodlings, part 4, Cooling Things by Andrew Jones

Bit of a quick update this month … focused on the
cooling system.

Although there was no sign of a leak, and when
last run the truck did not show signs of running
hot, I decided to have a very close look at the
radiator. It did look a bit ugly with bent and
missing fins, and some staining, but its fate was
sealed when I reverse flushed it and got a big leak
from around the header tank. So what to do?

The simplest and cheapest solu�on would have
involved an a�ermarket Series 3 radiator, but given
the size of the engine, and their reputa�on for
running a bit on the warm side I wanted to do all I
could to minimize the risk of an over-hea�ng
episode. And I wanted to retain originality
wherever possible and so opted to have the
original unit re-cored.

I polled the brain-trust and based on several

recommenda�ons selected MacPherson’s Auto
Center in Carleton Place. The work took just under
a week to complete I am delighted with the
results. Of course, it hasn’t been run yet, but it
looks great – comparable to the original quality of
the Serck units, and the a�en�on to customer
service by the MacPherson’s team was excellent.

The next job was to fit the new water pump, a bit
tricky posi�oning the sealing ring between the
pump and thermostat housing, but otherwise a
straigh�orward process. This was followed by the
cleaned-up generator.

Side note: I kept the generator rather than switch
to an alternator simply because it worked well and
saw no reason to change. I don’t plan on fi�ng a
tonne of electrical gadgets, and any use of LED
technology should reduce the electrical load
anyway. That being said, if needed I’ll change it for
a more modern solu�on.
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Finding a fan belt that fi�ed saw me combing the
shelves at the former Tractor Supply Co. in
Arnprior.

That done, and I was ready for assembly and
plumbing. I was fortunate to have the right top
and bo�om hoses in stock, together with a NOS
thermostat.

Final step before bringing the whole lot together
was to build up the breakfast panel: Bonnet
release, and headlamp bowls (reproduc�on Lucas
items that are be�er than the plas�c alterna�ves),
then the radiator and shroud.

I’m really pleased with the result, and it felt great
to be fi�ng the first piece of red bodywork to the
frame – a real milestone. I s�ll need to plumb in
the heater, which I’ll cover in the “Bulkhead”
update.

One other cooling element I need to complete is
the installa�on of a genuine NOS oil cooler –
sincere thanks to Roy Parsons for providing this. It
will need a couple of new hoses to replace a

couple of items from the kit but will ensure that
the NADA’s essen�al fluids stay cool in the height
of summer.

Stay safe, and happy Rovering.

Cheers for now

Andrew
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Anyone who owns a Td5 powered Land Rover
knows that they are driving, possibly the best,
engine ever to go into a Land Rover. The Td5 is the
only engine ever envisioned, engineered and built
by Land Rover.

The project was called “Storm” and JLR thought
contemplated a five six and V8 motor under then
program. The Td5 was the first to completed when
BMW bought JLR and as such they kept it and
scrapped all the other planned motors which were
under development. BMW already had diesel six
and eight cylinder motors and rightly saw no point
to allow project Storm to be completed.

The Td5 is a very refined engine compared to all
previous Land Rover diesels. It is light years ahead
of the venerable 300 Tdi. As a fully electronic
injec�on diesel with drive by wire it has proven
itself extremely reliable and capable. It is much
smoother quieter and can be tuned to be much
more powerful compared to the manual injec�on
300 Tdi. Td5s have been known to easily reach one
million kilometres and are s�ll going strong.
Currently CTX (my beloved 110 CSW) has a mere
180,000 kms a�er 22 years of Rovering.

Like large transport trucks, the Td5 has dual oil
filters. It has a main disposable cannister and a
centrifugal “spinner” filter. This was designed as
such because of the cost of fully synthe�c oil. Back
in 1999 when it was introduced synth oil was very
expensive. To reduce maintenance costs JLR was
able to increase oil change intervals by adding the
centrifugal oil filter to the engine design.
Unfortunately the bolts securing the cover were
quite small and had a fine thread. This made them
very suscep�ble to either being seized in the
housing or becoming stripped very easily. Almost
all Td5s suffer from this afflic�on.

Recently club member Jeremy Magne contacted
me looking for dimensions and such to confirm
what was required to facilitate this repair as he has
developed the fault. In removing mine to get the
dimensions for him I realized one of my bolts
finally had stripped. A few years ago I had Sco�
Macdonald at Shore Automo�ve drill out and tap a
new bolt in to the housing when he did an oil
change as only one bolt had stripped. Well now
the other has…. Herein I outline how to affect the
repair.

Step 1 - Off with the cover

Step 2 - You can see the top hole is larger and the
lower (stripped hole) is much smaller. You can also
see the centrifugal oil spinner.

Td5 oil centrifuge bolt repair by Kevin Newell
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Step 3 - The newer, larger M8x1.25 versus the
OEM cover bolt. Quite a difference. The M8x1.25 is
the repair done a few years ago at Shore
Automo�ve.
[Important note you cannot repair the upper bolt
hole in the vehicle. You will have to remove the
en�re housing from the motor].

Step 4 - Drilling out the cover to allow the M8 to fit
through.

Step 5 - Stuffing the filter with a rag to keep out
metal bits when you drill and tap the old small
hole. Very �ght quarters here so I used an Allen
key to turn the tap.

Step 6 - Two iden�cal 10mmM8 x 1.25 bolts
securing the cover. Should last another 20 years
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The Corgi Model Club 417 Land Rover Breakdown Truck by Andrew Hill

Here is the new 'old' 417 Land Rover Breakdown
Truck, just over 60 years later in its Corgi Model
Club re-issue form (image above le�). The Club
have chosen to make the very earliest edi�on with
smooth wheels and this is another great effort.
Only the slightly large end to the winding bar and
slight lack of defini�on of the protrusions running
along the sides of the rear sec�on dis�nguish this
from the original (image above right) to my ini�al
view today.

My later edi�on with fixed shaped wheels, above,
shows how well they've done. I am impressed
with the transfer background, accuracy of the font
and the rear �n canopy. Remarkably, in my
opinion, they have also produced the more
complicated window unit that fits flush with the
rear of the cab, producing a sort of 'frame' when
viewed in some ways.

The box (images below) is disappoin�ng for me,

feeling a li�le flimsy (but that may have been how
the original felt - same weight card now covering a
greater volume than the smaller models). It is
definitely too bright and shiny but, as my recent
dealings with a professional box producer in the
States has taught me, the modern print process
invariably does create this sheen which older types
did not.

The packing piece this �me is a black chunk of
squishy foam plas�c of some descrip�on with a
hole for the roof lamp (see image below). The
centre of the side 'winding' wheel, however, is
slightly raised and that has made a dent appear in
my box. This needs more protec�on. I will add a
sheet of card but this model deserved more from
the manufacturer.

I also do wish the small slits in the end flap were
not cut. They surely are not necessary and will
result in several boxes ge�ng damaged.
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As always, the paintwork can be a li�le too precise
on these models, produced presumably by
machine and not a hand with a small paintbrush. I
did have to check my own models, though, to see
whether the side lamps really had been painted in
the originals! (They had).

This is another nice addi�on to this rapidly growing

collec�on. A bargain at £24 (delivery only to a UK
address). It will be very interes�ng to have the
417S that Corgi themselves are reissuing any �me
now.

Weblink - h�ps://corgimodelclub.com/pages/
star999land

https://corgimodelclub.com/pages/star999land
https://corgimodelclub.com/pages/star999land
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AFGHANISTAN at a time of peace
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Afghanistan, summer, 1955: Christopher Balfour
nervously watched the Land-Rover’s flickering oil
pressure light; a�er all, he was the one who was
“supposed to know about these things.” (2). A
second a�empted crossing of the flooded Kokcha
River had resulted in a complete flooding of the
engine, and now with no engine oil available, they
con�nued on their journey to Kishim, Afghanistan
with the crankcase filled with emulsified mixture of
water and the only oil they had - gearbox oil.

In 1954 Oliver Rudston De Baer recruited fellow
Cambridge stu-
dents: “John
Stayt, a geogra-
phy student who
was to compile a
wri�en survey for
his degree, and
Richard Thomp-
son who helped
in every task and
was proficient
with cameras.” (1)
for a proposed
trip to
Afghanistan dur-
ing the 1955 Cam-
bridge University

Summer Vaca�on.
Christopher John
Jellicoe Balfour
was not looking
forward to spend-
ing a boring sum-
mer in England.
Having travelled
to India in 1948
and served his
compulsory Na�onal Service in North Africa, he
jumped at the opportunity to see more of the
world, taking on the du�es of botanist, entomolo-
gist, treasurer, and mechanic of the upcoming ex-
pedi�on.

Being familiar with motor cars, Balfour was tasked
with securing transport for the expedi�on. A�er
considering various op�ons Balfour decided that a
long wheelbase Land-Rover would be the ideal
vehicle for the journey. An ini�al request to Rover
did, surprisingly, produce a response: “You will
appreciate we get many requests. However we are
considering your proposal – unlikely without

extreme pressure but would you be willing to
purchase a recondi�oned Land Rover at a
reasonable figure?” (Rover Co. 21 Feb 1955).

Further nego�a�ons resulted in Rover agreeing to
loan a used Land-Rover to the young adventurers.
Balfour writes: “OUE (271) was a development
vehicle for the soon-to-be-announced ‘Sta�on
Wagon’. The pick-up bed had been roofed in but
the sides had windows that did not open. Two
rudimentary seats had been screwed to the rear
floor but the crew in the back could only escape

via the single tail
door. The back of
the cab had not
been cut away so
the only
ven�la�on was
via the front
windows and the
sliding window at
the back of the
cab. Without the
double-skinned
‘tropical’ roof it
would have been
an even less
tolerable
conveyance in the
heat.” (1).

In early June 1955
OUE was
collected from
Rover. The giddy
crew, oblivious to
the importance of
the contract they
signed
(guaranteeing full

payment for any damage), and too excited to even
hear the advice of the Rover engineers, piled into
“The Brute” and with gears grinding they le�
Solihull behind. Their adventure was beginning,
THE CAMBRIDGE EXPEDITION TO AFGHANISTAN
1955 was ready to go

The outward journey progressed steadily: 19th
June – France, Germany, Austria; 21st June –
Yugoslavia; 23rd June – Greece, Turkey; 1st July –
Turkey, Iran; 10th July – Iran, Afghanistan. Every
two hours they rotated crews; two in the front,
two in the back. The crew in the front always drove
“flat out”, the ones in the back wondering “How

AFGHANISTAN at a time of peace
A 1955 journey to the Boharak plain in a veteran Land Rover

A new book by Christopher Balfour (1)

The foolish exuberance of youth! Aİ er first accidentally
drowning poor OUE 271, and successfully winching it free, it
was decided to try one more �me in order to photograph the
mishap. This second Attempt resulted in thoroughly filling the
engine with water. Photo courtesy Christopher Balfour.
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does the car hold together? … And here we are
crammed together in this li�le man-made
collec�on of pieces of metal.” (2).

Their route was known, and well travelled. In the
1930’s Patrick Balfour (a distant cousin of
Christopher) had delivered a Rolls-Royce on the
same roads. The “Cambridge Expedi�on
Afghanistan 1955” met other travellers along the
way: they helped a Belgian repair the tyres on a
bicycle he was peddling to India “for a change”;
they met a Danish girl who was travelling alone, by
bus, to Teheran; and on the same day cha�ed with
three Australians driving from Ceylon to England in
another Land-Rover; on a desert crossing they
were overtaken by a huge stainless steel Nairn bus;
they exchanged stories with two French journalists
on their way back from India in a Citroen 2CV; and
in Kabul they met up with some Cambridge friends
who were making the journey in two Morris Minor
vans. On the homeward journey, at the Yugoslav
fron�er, two whilst lunching in pub in Yugoslavia,
“two Land-Rovers drew up, one painted dark blue
and called Isis, the other light blue and called
Granta. They were owned by a joint team from
Oxford and Cambridge who were on their way to
Singapore” (2).

In Afghanistan the expedi�on se�led in the
Boharak plain along the River Zardeh where
they studied the geography; collected
specimens of flora and fauna; and observed
the people and how they lived. Christopher
Balfour writes: “Thinking back over sixty-five
years and re-reading Oliver’s words (2) has
come the realiza�on of the enormous
difference of life that we were privileged to
observe. … They worked as necessary for their
own survival. They enjoyed the varying
amounts of leisure with plenty of �me for
conversa�on.” (1). “Everywhere we went we
were treated with hospitality and kindness.
The villagers were the most simple and
generous people I have ever met.” (7).
Afghanistan in 1955 was not totally without
conflict but compared to today it was very
much a �me of peace.

They spent three weeks in Boharak, the days
were shortening, they had stayed too long, it
was �me to go home. Their return to England
was hurried, but without peril.

Once home, Christopher Balfour gave
lectures and interviews, recoun�ng the
highlights of the Expedi�on. He emphasized
that it had been, in fact, a rela�vely
uneven�ul trip. The Land-Rover had always
taken them where they wanted to go; the

roads were rough, but passable; “We did not meet
ferocious tribesmen, though late one night we
woke suddenly to find 15 men … from the local
village … guarding us!!!” (7).

In 1957 team leader De Baer published his
accoun�ng of the expedi�on: “Afghan Interlude”
(2).

Given the distressing news of the unrest in
Afghanistan in recent years, Christopher Balfour
decided it would be �mely to present his
memories of a gentler age, to tell the story of his
1955 journey in a veteran Land-Rover. The
resul�ng book, “AFGHANISTAN at a �me of peace”
(1) is a well illustrated, enjoyable read, describing a
peaceful community living in harmony with nature,
li�le changed since the �mes of Marco Polo. The
book is thought provoking; how has the world
changed so very much? Christopher Balfour,
recently returned from walking the high paths of
the Pyrenees, has shared with us some concerns:
“What will happen now? What will the future
bring to our grandchildren?”

Newspapers announced (in some cases sensaĘonalized)
the upcoming expedi�on: “BY LAND-ROVER TO
AFGHANISTAN” (3), “STUDENTS TO CROSS ‘DESERT OF
DEATH’ …. ferocious tribesmen” (4), “They Will Follow In
The Footsteps Of Marco Polo” (5), “BUG-HUNTERS
heading for the ‘Roof of the World’” (6).
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From le� to right, John, Christopher and
Richard returned to Southend via Air Charter
‘Channel Air Bridge’, (Oliver s�ll in France)
15,500 miles completed. Rover was not happy
with the condi�on. I like to think that
subsequent Land Rovers have benefited from
the weaknesses exposed on a tough journey:
a chassis crack, transfer box moun�ng and
some anchorage all had to be welded, many
spring leaves and shock absorbers replaced.
Frequent exhaust repairs and some body
cracks. A full list of problems is at the back of
“Afghanistan at a Ęme of peace”(1). Photo

OUE 271 did have some previous experience
in ma�ers of overland adventuring; on a 1954
expedi�on Colonel Le Blanc had taken OUE
271 on a punishing 25,000-mile tour of Africa,
subjec�ng it “to a degree of wear and tear
which is normally spread over a whole ‘life’ of
these hard-working vehicles.” (8).

Rover noted: “The Ęme has been chosen so
that travelling condi�ons will be at their very
worst, and they expect sandstorms, torren�al
rain, and every kind of rough going, from
rocks and loose sand to deep mud. Although
long overland treks are commonplace to-day,
The Rover Co. believe that their (Le Blanc) trip
is the most extensive and exac�ng journey
ever a�empted.” (9).

Note: OUE 271 is configured Le� Hand Drive
in the Le Blanc photos, Right Hand Drive in the
Balfour photos.

Balfour’s le�ers of solicita�on, under the
le�erhead “The Cambridge Expedi�on To
Afghanistan 1955”, yielded more gear and
supplies than the Land-
Rover could possibly carry. This promo�onal
photo is for BP, one of the many sponsors of the
expedi�on. Photo courtesy of Christopher
Balfour.
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Balfour was responsible for the maintenance, including repairing and replacing the ever-failing
springs and shocks of the top heavy, overloaded, roughly driven Land-Rover. (He has wondered
how many of the problems could have been a�ributed to the earlier Le Blanc Expedi�on.) Some
repairs could be done at the Embassy garages, but field repairs were o�en needed. OUE 271
occasionally balked, but never failed to proceed. Photo courtesy of Christopher Balfour.

Note: the events are compiled from the
accoun�ngs in: “AFGHANISTAN at a �me of peace”
(1) and “Afghan Interlude” (2).

1. AFGHANISTAN at a �me of peace, by
Christopher Balfour. Publisher Tricorn Books
(Portsmouth, England) 03 May 2021. In
Hardcover or so� cover; available from Tricorn
or from Amazon, worldwide. A por�on of
proceeds from the sale of the book will be
donated to the Afghan Art Centre in Ealing for
the Refugee Fund. We thank Christopher
Balfour for providing the photos and giving his
permission to publish the images and excerpts

from the book.
2. Afghan Interlude, By Oliver Rudston De Baer,

1957, Cha�o and Windus (London, England).
Out of print, digital version available online.

3. The Sphere (London, England) 25 June 1955.
4. Portsmouth Evening News (Portsmouth,

England) 09 June 1955.
5. Portsmouth Evening News (Portsmouth,

England) 14 June 1955.
6. Daily Herald (London, England) 23 June 1955.
7. Portsmouth Evening News (Portsmouth,

England) 24 September 1955.
8. The Sphere (London, England) 13 March 1954.
9. Coventry Evening Telegraph (Warwickshire,
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Another update from Aleksandre Agadjanov in
Georgia. This �me he is sending some images of
making the rear hitch for the 109 Sta�on Wagon.
Star�ng with a photo, a drawing is made of the
part. Dimensions are applied and then reduced to
scale. Parts are cut out so the piece can then be
assembled. In this case, the hitch is bolted to a
drop plate (which allowed you to mount a �re on

the read NADA door) and the drop plate bolted to
the rear crossmember.

A note from Aleksandre - “Land Rover 109 series
2a handmade model is en�rely from metal in 1/10
scale. Many thanks to everyone who helped me
with the sizes and special thanks to Dixon Kenner
from Canada.”

Making a scale 109SW, An Update from Aleksandre Agadjanov - A Rear Hitch
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For Sale

For Sale - 1967 Land Rover LR2, West Kelowna BC,
$3,900

Been off the road since 1990. Frame and bulkhead
rust free!! These are ge�ng harder to find. Comes
with motor but not installed at this point. No
papers. $3900 obo
Contact Richard Wolter via Facebook

For Sale - 1973 Land Rover Series 3, Calgary,
Alberta, $8,900

Land Rover series 3,
Barn find,
2.25l Petrol engine
It’s all there
Contact Shawn Mercier on FB

For Sale - Land Rover Defender Series, London,
Ont., $59,000

Land Rover Defender series 2a. Cer�fied and
parked in climate control storage. Aluminum body ,
diesel motor. Previously Florida vehicle, owned by
Duke University professor. Vehicle recently brought
to Canada and is very clean.
Kijiji advert no 1596845449 & 1597404889

For Sale 1963 Land Rover Serie 2a, Oshawa, Ont,
$16,000

2 land rover series both for 16k or trade same
value
Contact Ben Salah on Facebook
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1973 Land Rover lightweight airportable,
Kingston, Ont, $8,000

A change of plans means my 1973 Landrover
Lightweight S3 LHD project is going up for sale. It is
fully stripped and 90%+ of the parts are there (I
know for sure rear half sha�s are not). I have just
purchased a new 12v loom from autosparks UK.
The vehicle is located in Ontario, Canada. Any
interest please PM me with offers
Contact Paul King on Facebook

For Sale - Projet Land rover series 2 et 3, The�ord
Mines, Quebec, $5,500

1 land rover serie 2 1960 et un serie 3 1974 les 2
avec papier le 74 presentement plaquer le 60 a
venir le 74 est en pièces mais complet moteur au
gaz le 60 a bulkhead et support de rad en bon état
et body en bonne shape vien avec un frame a
finalisé pour projet nego
Kijiji advert no 1593890935

For Sale - Land Rover series
3, Cochrane, Alberta,
$15,500

Land Rover series 2La
1972 Land Rover series 3
Barn finds, there rough but
all there. One is missing the
back hatch. Engines have
good compression
Great resto project

Kijiji advert no 1597374037
(Note - If this looks suspiciously like the Calgary SIII
on the previous page, it is because it is. The seller
now has two to sell together)

For Sale - 1973 series 3 Land Rover, Oshawa,
Ontario, POR

1973 series 3 Land Rover, 88 wheel base. Military 5
bearing cranksha� engine. Spli�er box giving 16
gears. free wheel hubs, Parabolic springs. Hard
cover, plus canvas cover. Zenith carburetor, Lots of
spare parts including gear box ,front axle, steering
box (Note, no photo)
Kijiji advert no 1595694973

For Sale - 1963 88 inch 2A sta�on wagon, Surrey,
BC, $20,000

For sale: my 1963 - 88 inch 2A sta�on wagon - 7
passenger. Had it for 10 years and thought I'd offer
it here before pos�ng publicly elsewhere.
Mechanically in very good condi�on. Body in very
good condi�on. All original paint and pa�na. Has
original rubber mats front and rear. Frame and
bulkhead in good condi�on for its age. All gauges,
wipers & heater work. Carburetor is a Rochester &
generator was replaced with new 1 wire alternator.
Mileage Marker Deluxe MM front hubs. This
vehicle has never been "abused". All 4 rear fold-
up seats s�ll there as well as 3 front seats in "Gray
elephant hide". All in excellent condi�on This
vehicle was ordered by an execu�ve at Trail
(Cominco) for his wife. It is a Canadian 7-passenger
"estate" sta�on wagon. It has Canadian Internal
Trim op�on + Kodak III heater unit op�on. When
ordered, almost every available op�on was
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checked off. This sta�on wagon cost $4116. A
1963 Chevrolet Impala conver�ble with $161 SS
package cost $3185. The second owner was the
nephew of the original owner and he only licensed
it in the winter months. It had been in his garage
for over 10 years before I bought it as the third
owner. 98,000 original miles. Has BC registra�on.
Presently is licensed & insured as a Vintage
vehicle. Probably the most heavily op�oned
ORIGINAL 7 passenger Sta�on Wagon in BC if not
in Canada. I've had a number of Series ones over
the years and they are wonderful Beasts. The 2A
has all of their quali�es off-road but is much more
refined: quieter inside, more powerful with the
2.25 motor, hydraulic clutch, more comfortable
seats, etc... I was going to keep "forever" but have
to be realis�c. The price is $20,000.

I have lots of photos but decided to only load this
one. If you want more pictures please e-mail:
VintageSpice@gmail.com Any ques�ons or to view
( Located in Surrey ) please phone (604) 313 7937
Gary

For Sale - 1960's Land Rover motors, Owen
Sound, Ont. $75 (Note - no photos)

1969 Series 2 Land Rover engine with cracked
block 1960 Series Land Rover engine short block
with cranksha�
Kijiji advert no 1595023131

For Sale 1965 Land Rover Series 2A 88" Daily
Driver, Wolfville, NS, $13,580 (sold)

This factory stock original 1965 2A 88” model from
the Canadian Praries (March 2021) has undergone
a comprehensive, quality based mechanical
restora�on of all major vehicle systems. This
includes (hydraulics – brake & clutch, cooling,
steering, exhaust, fuel, igni�on & electrical). It has

a solid, rot free chassis and bulkhead. Its never
seen an East Coast Winter or salted roads. The
body is straight and in excellent overall condi�on
for its age, with original pa�na and minor ba�le
scars evident – nothing is hidden under body filler.
The swivel balls have been protected from the
elements by leather gaiters – as such, they are in
pris�ne condi�on. You will be hard pressed to find
a nicer 50+ year old, rust-free example, in “ready
to drive anywhere” condi�on where everything
works like it should. It has a recent Nova Sco�a
MVI (good to Nov 2023) and would be an ideal
candidate to be driven as-is, or as a “driving
restora�on”. For those less mechanically inclined,
all the “fiddly, mechanical work” has been already
been done - perfect for anyone desiring to take it
up a few notches by comple�ng a restora�on
which might include (paint, door & vent seals &
interior) to make it tailored to your par�cular
tastes and �meline. To be perfectly clear, this is a
56 year old Series Land Rover that runs, drives
stops and where things work as they should. There
is no power steering or power brakes, no radio, no
USB chargers and the ride is rough. Rovers are
quirkly, slow, and they leak but are very loveable
and in my personal, 33 year experience with them
- they won’t let you down if you take care of them.
Kijiji advert no 1594670428

For Sale - 1962 LandRover series 2a 109” Sta�on
Wagon, Saint John, NB, $40,000 or trade

1962 LandRover 2a for sale 5 door wagon.
Completely rebuilt with a 2.25 gas engine. All new
interior, has no overdrive. Looking at maybe a
trade on a1967 or 1968 Camaro or $40,000 .
Contact John at 1(506)651-4545or text.
Kijiji advert no 1595237318
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For Sale - 1966 Land Rover series 2, Helena MT,
US$9,000

Series 2 rover. Runs and drives. Will trade for small
camper, van or items of value. (Note, it has a V6 or
similar under the bonnet)
Contact Gilligan Gills via Facebook

For Sale - Series rear upper tailgate in good
condi�on. First lucky person with $400 can take it
home. The price is firm. Located north of
Orangeville
Kijiji advert no 1597524469

For sale - 1970 Land Rover Series 2, Toronto, Ont.
$44,500 (image, top of next column)

Land Rover series 2, 109 pick up model Full
restored by professionals in Spain Only 44,900kms
to see more photos or for more informa�on please
contact with us, our instagram: instagram.com/
euclassiccars

Kijiji advert no - 1598120356

For Sale - 1998 Land Rover Wolf 90 , Lethbridge.
Alb, $37,000

Selling my RHD diesel Restored Land Rover
Defender ‘Wolf’ package short base 90. This is a ex
military vehicle restored but kept authen�c. It’s a
1998 and is registered for the road. Ex military
vehicle which I have brought back to life.
If you know much about these vehicles you know
how robust they are and how good they are off
road. It’s been a pleasure to own but my ventures
are changing into the tracked vehicle world.

The vehicle runs great! New �res and also has
inverter in the back to power camping stuff. Dual
alternators are used for this variant as it’s a FFR
variant designed for radios so this thing can power
some serious kit if you want it to. It’s my house
emergency power supply, Off-roading is second to
none. Good daily driver too!! If you’re a �re
kicker, don’t bother please. If you don’t know
enough about these vehicles then check out this:
h�ps://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/
Land_Rover_Wolf. Turbo Diesel engine 300 TDI is
solid.
Contact Ma� Matsimus via Facebook




