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Gree�ngs,

To start, a housekeeping note from the Secretary -

Hi all,

As I am sure you will agree, the club cannot have
an in person AGM at this �me, or even in the
near future. At this point, the Execu�ve team
plans to have the AGM concurrently with the
OVLR Annual Birthday Party, should that occur
this year. As there are no guarantees on that, we
may hold a virtual mee�ng in the coming
months, s�ll to be determined.

The returning officer has reported ZERO
nominees to run on the Execu�ve for the
coming/current year, but if you have any
nomina�ons, please reply to me here and I'll
pass it on to Dixon. Di�o on awards nominees.

That is all for now, please stay healthy and
follow whatever rules are in place in your
hometown.

Cheers, Terry King
OVLR Secretary

And, what does March bring us in terms of content?
Well, to start, and to keep us in good standing with
Industry Canada for our incorpora�on, the annual
reports from the Execu�ve, that were to be
delivered to the AGM, can be found within. Please
direct any ques�ons that you may have to the
Secretary (Terry King) and he will redirect and
ensure you get a response from the appropriate
person.

Next, while hopefully it is not wishful thinking,
details on the Maple Syrup Rally can be found
within (pages 12, 13), however, whether or not
events will be taking place is complete conjecture.
The glass half empty side wonders about the
Birthday Party happening..

Alan Richer talks to ensuring the right frame of
mind for repairs, this �me on his Range Rover. In
the category of ensuring reference material for the
future, from Bill Leacock, a diagram and
measurements to make a truck cab filler plate for a
Series II, IIA, or III 88 inch is included. If no where
else, the Na�onal Library of Canada will have it
available.

From there, we move into a couple of regular
series, Land-Rover Stamps, s�ll on Defenders,
though this month looking at Ascension, another
remote place, The United Na�ons, and The
Sovereign Order of Malta. Land-Rover Toys takes a
tangent into the diecast RAF Bloodhound missile,
Corgi in the 1960’s, and Oxford Diecast in the
2010’s.

Finally, Jane & Keith Barre� con�nue their
fascina�ng historical series Land-Rover Times with
the conclusion to BRITISH INVASION - Rover sets
Rootes in the USA with the Bri�sh Automobile
Show in New York City in 1950.

Another 36 page issues, hopefully with something
of interest , somewhere, for everyone . I note for
sale is a bit lean, but there really have not been
much appearing over the past month.

Regards for March,

Dixon Kenner, editor

“Welcome, great project and nice work. You have tackled a project which is en�rely novel to the Land
Rover community - no one has ever considered using the heaters on anything but the highest se�ng so it

has never occurred to us to bother with the lower se�ngs. I commend you and your groundbreaking work -
also I have some buggeye stuff if you need it ” Ike Goss
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P.O. Box 478
Carp, Ontario, Canada K0A 1LO

General Information

Ottawa Valley Land Rovers is the oldest
and largest Land Rover club in Canada and
the second oldest in North America.
Membership is open to all Land Rover en-
thusiasts. Executive meetings are held on
the first Monday of every month. Social
meetings are held on the third Monday of
every month, generally at the Prescott
Hotel on Preston Street.

OVLR offers a monthly newsletter and a
variety of activities throughout the year,
from mechanical seminars and off-road
rallies to social events and family ori-
ented outings. Members receive dis-
counts on parts from a number of North
American suppliers. Off-road activities
come in several categories. The light ver-
sion, which is usually entertainment dur-
ing a rally or at one of our family summer
events, consists of a little “mud bogging”
or tours along country lanes. The heavy
stuff, which is usually several days across
public lands navigating by compass, topo-
graphical maps and aerial photos, involves
bridge building, river barging, and driving
conditions raging from cedar swamp to
rocky hill winching.

Membership: Canadians joining through-
out the year pay $35 CDN per year, Ameri-
cans and others pay $35 US per year.
Membership is valid for one year.

Radio Frequencies

VHF 146.520
CB channel 1
FRS channel 1 sub 5
SW 14.160 MHz
OVLR/Land Rover HAM:
14.160 MHz @ 01:00GMT Tuesdays

Online
http://www.ovlr.ca

http://www.facebook.com/groups/
1477333665898918/

Land Rover FAQ: http://www.lrfaq.org

Newsletter Archive
http://www.ovlr.ca/nl/OVLR.nl.freq.html

OVLR Executive and
General Hangers-On

President
Kevin Newell
Newellandscott@me.com

Secretary
Terry King
terrycking@gmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Pell
djpells3@yahoo.ca

Events Coördinator
Maple Syrup: Peter Gaby
Birthday Party: Dave Pell
ABCD: Peter Gaby
Cedar Hill: Andrew Jones
Christmas Party: Executive
Other Events: ad hoc

Off-road Coördinator
Chris Dowell
chris.dowell@live.ca

Executive Members-at-Large
Patrick Lariviere
Patricklariviere@me.com

Past-President
Andrew Jones
andrew.jones@xplornet.ca

Club Equipment Officer
Andrew Finlayson
andrewf@xplornet.com

Archivist
Benjamin Smith
bens101fc@gmail.com

Interclub Coördinator
Peter Gaby

Returning Officer
Dixon Kenner
temporaryEditor.OVLR@gmail.com

Merchandising Coordinator
William Ficner
will@wilboro.com

Webmasters
Dixon Kenner
Benjamin Smith

ISSN 1203-8237 (print)
ISSN 2563-7118 (digital)

In accordance with the Library and Archives
Act, and the Legal Deposit of Publications Reg-
ulations, all OVLR newsletters are deposited
with the Library of Canada and available to the
public.

The OVLR newsletter is published twelve times
per year for club members. The editor wel-
comes submissions of text and photographs for
publication.

Submissions: Articles and photographs may be
submitted to the Editor, Dixon Kenner (dken-
ner@gmail.com) or via post to the club ad-
dress. Please include photographer’s name,
captions, identifications of people and vehi-
cles, and a return address if you want the pho-
tos back. For the best reproduction of photos,
use the highest resolution possible. Do not in-
clude photos in the text files.

Deadlines: Submissions to the OVLR Newslet-
ter must be received by the 5th of every month
for inclusion in the next month’s newsletter.
All items submitted for publication should be
legible and attributable. Names may be with-
held at the request of the writer. This is your
newsletter. If you wish to write anything, we
welcome your input of any kind.

Editorial Policy: The Editor of the OVLR news-
letter reserves the right to edit any submitted
material for space and content considerations.
Articles, statements and opinions appearing in
the OVLR newsletter do not necessarily reflect
the position of the officers, board of director,
members of the OVLR or its sponsors or adver-
tisers. Where specific data regarding opera-
tion, safety, repairs or legislation are con-
cerned, you are advised to obtain an
independent verification. The Club, officers
and contributors can accept no responsibilities
for the result of errors or omissions given in
this newsletter or by any other means.

Copyright: Pursuant to the Berne Convention,
no portion of the OVLR Newsletter may be
reprinted without written permission of the ed-
itor. Copyright is held by the author of articles
or photographer and the balance by OVLR.
Where permission is granted, citation must in-
clude month and year of the OVLR issue.

Newsletter Editor:
Dixon Kenner
temporaryEditor.OVLR@gmail.com

Production Assistance:
Lori Kennedy, Alan Richer, Jane & Keith

Barrett, Bill Leacock, Greg Fitzerald,
O’Hara, Peter Fritz (comic)

Photos - Cover = Northern Comfort by
Dixon Kenner; Page 2 - Anon; Page 11 -
Traditional Light Off-road, Birthday
Party, 2019 (Dixon Kenner); Page 25 -
Winter Blizzard Afertmath (Jeff Aronson);
Page 35 - Defender & Le Matre (Rick
Wood)
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Ryan Carman hosted another Social using MS
Teams. The February Social was well a�ended with at
least nine people discussing everything from: Rick
Wood’s upcoming trip out to the Gaspe in his Defender
and challenges changing the seats in his truck; to Greg
Fitzgerald’s trip to Utah, albeit in a Land Cruiser; Ryan’s
refurbishment of his truck; Challenges driving cross
country and the faux pas of Greg, Ryan and Rick. On
separate journeys. Of course discussions on Covid, the
Grenadier, LR3 & 4 a�ermarket parts vs the new De-
fender. Versus a�er market parts for a hi-cap (none),
which tangent over to the Everlanders and that camp-
ing conversion. GRMS took up a good chunk of �me
when Chris Lytwyn joined later in the evening a�er we
checked out his photos of his Series III rebuilt in Win-
nipeg. Sadly, Terry King did not manage to connect to
the video conference. And to wrap up, both Greg and
Ryan offered their apologies on the lack of an ar�cle on
all of the fascina�on travel and mapping so�ware that
Ryan uses for his travels. Ryan blames Greg, Greg
blames Ryan, they demonstrate excellent skills when
deciding OVLR awards!

The Great NADA Compe��on between Jerry
Dowell and Andrew Jones con�nues on through the
Winter isola�on. Andrew is worried enough about
Jerry’s progress that he is calling in favours to keep up
to the relentless pace that Jerry is se�ng. Our first re-
port is from Jerry -

Jerry reports, that with Mike McDermo�’s as-
sistance, Ger�e’s engine is running - The valves have
been adjusted, cylinder head retorqued and carb
tuned. Running pre�y smoothly. Next on the never
ending list is small exhaust leak from front pipe and a
coolant leak from top rad tank. (Below an image from
a video on the OVLR Facebook group of Ger�e running

OVLR News

The RoverWeb Archive Project: This month
we are looking for issues of the Toronto Area Rover
Club newsle�er (1989 - 201?). Edited by Marco Se-
fanovic, to 1992, then subsequently by Trevor Easton.
Generally a fairly thick newsle�er done in a tradi�onal
style, catering to both the Rover car and Land-Rover
halves of the club. The last reference to the club dates
back to 2010.

TARC did have a newsle�er, and we have on file Janu-
ary 1993 and May 1993. Would anyone s�ll have
copies of any other issues and be able to make them
available, either in paper, or as scanned PDFs?

In terms of what is being found, we did receive several
issues of “Full Tilt, the newsle�er of the Canadian Se-
ries One Club as a result of last month’s appeal for
copies. Add issues 2, 3, 4 and 5 to our digital archives.
We s�ll have no idea howmay were produced though.

On-going list of Missing Issues:
• ALROC Transfer Box 1, 2, & 25
• Canadian Series One Club: 1, 6, 7, & anything

past 8
• Prairie Rovers everything but March & Summer

1993



On the other side of the compe��on, a note
from Andrew Jones - Working on the NADA driveline ...
transmission brake and clutch release mechanism this
weekend .. changed the output seal and put the brake
back together this evening .. so nice to reassemble
with clean / fresh parts .. it’s amazing how much pun-
ishment these old trucks can take and s�ll work - the
engineering and quality s�ll shines through nearly 60
years later

I think the late 50’s and 60’s were the golden age for
Rover / Land Rover They were independent, making
great cars, had a great leadership team, unafraid of
making bold decisions, were very profitable thanks to
the Land Rover and were able to invest and engineer
their products properly .. now where can I get a P4

Progress would con�nue - “Fantas�c morning of
progress on the current Rover project. Huge thank you
David Pell, Kevin Newell, and Terry King

We took advantage of the relaxa�on of the Covid
restric�ons and got together for a few hours of socially

distanced and prudent wrench turning ... and despite
it being a case of the blind leading those with fogged
up glasses most of the �me we fi�ed a new clutch and
then refi�ed the engine and transmission to the
chassis .. great rebuild milestone achieved”

As Terry King would conclude - “Overall assessment :
Andrew knew what he wanted to do, Dave knew how
to li�, swing and couple the bits, Kevin knew how to
read the 80,000 page manual, oh yeah Dave had
Google, Terry fiddled with the fiddly bits and brought
beer, also Andrew can drive a tractor and hydraulic
stuff”
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The RoverWeb Archive Project: An explana-
tory note of the project. As a tangent, for the Rover-
Web, Ben Smith and I are trying to collect electronic
copies of other Rover, or Land- Rover club newsle�ers.
Over the years, random discussions with some past ed-
itors of Land-Rover club newsle�ers has revealed that
they did not have copies of their own efforts. For ex-
ample, before he passed away, I talked with Trevor Eas-
ton about the TARC newsle�ers, and he had none, yet
he had produced quite a few over the years.

Before the turn of the century, most clubs did not have
an Internet presence, and even they, disc space was
expensive, and scanners rare. Remember, high speed
internet only arrived in the late 1990’s. Most Club’s
never scanned them into PDF and made back issues
available.. Now, we are finding that many issues have
simply vanished.

We feel that it is important that these records of club
ac�vi�es in the past be preserved for future reference.
In some cases, outside of Canada, records of access for
off-roading, has preserved access to areas that would
otherwise have been closed off. These newsle�ers are
also records of a club scene from the past. And given
that OVLR probably now the oldest, and largest Land-
Rover club newsle�er in the hemisphere, it is apt that
we a�empt this Sisyphean task.

Some happy news from Daniel Je�e - As I
walked out the door I found this surprise package on
the ground. Would be nice if they would at least ring
the door bell. My plate made it in a�er only 3 weeks,

they had said 6. Made it
to Service Ontario be-
fore closing so now it is
fully registered in On-
tario. Now most mo-
torist will probably think
that I am a '70's disco
music fan, wrong, oh

well I'll have to deal with that one. Also got a call, my
roof rack should be in by Monday from Voyager
Offroad, I guess that wont fit in the basement with the
rest of the stuff that's arrived.

News from
out in Carp via vari-
ous informal channels
from Andrew Fin-
layson - Hi Terry, a
substan�ated ru-
mour! I am s l o w l y
fixing up a 1955 Se-
ries 1 86” I got from
Frank Ashworth. One
of the McGough collec�on. It's a long way from being
roadworthy but I'll get it there. (Ed note - Andrew has
promised an ar�cle on this new project of his).

Winter Romp (Bill O’Hara)

And finally a sad
note that was recently re-
ceived - Taken too soon,
with deep sadness our
family announces the
passing of Chris�ne Karen-
Elaine Saumure, born Oc-
tober 7th, 1964 at Saint
John New Brunswick and
passed at the Queensway
Carleton Hospital in
O�awa Ontario with her beloved brother Brian at her
side on Saturday February 6, 2021. She struggled hard
and with such grace. She was so young with many
health problems.

Chris�ne was part of OVLR in O�awa and people
would have met her at the Birthday Party or especially
the WinterRomp, where she was a regular a�endee.
Originally from New Brunswick, she was a regular at
events in the Mari�mes and helped and organised the
mari�me half of the annual Evenement Pierre Gau-
thier events.



The Federal incorporation of OVLR [1] requires the
Club hold an annual general meeting (AGM),
Why: The need to hold the AGM is driven by the
bylaws and the requirement to report financials to the
members and elect a new executive. The AGM will
also feature officer reports, set the tone for the year,
and conduct any other business, such as bylaws
amendments, needed by the membership. Minutes
and financials are submitted to Industry Canada.
When: Wednesday, Febuary 24th (traditionally in
January or February on the coldest and darkest night
of the year) NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
Where: To be determined. If the Pandemic is in a lull,
it will be held at the Prescott, on Preston Street,
starting at 7PM. If the Pandemic makes this
impossible, it will be held via a MS Teams meeting.
Details to follow
An Advance Agenda for the Annual General Meeting:
January has been deemed by the Burmabright Gods
to include the darkest and coldest evening of the year.
A tentative agenda for that evening is as follows:
1. President’s Report (including status of the new

Federal incorporations Act, health of the club,
other assorted highlights of the year)

2. Events Co-ordinator’s Report (summary of the
year’s events, proposals for next year)

3. Off-road Co-ordinator’s Report (summary of
offroading events, successes such as Opeongo et
al)

4. Editor’s Report (summary of the past year’s
newsletter and challenges for the coming year)

5. Archivist’s Report (status of the club archives,
inclusive of the process to put past issues of club
newsletter on-line for reference)

6. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report (summary of the
club’s finances)

7. Auditor’s Report (How well the Secretary
Treasurer has done this past year)

8. Elections (President, Events, Off-road co-
ordinators, & Member-at-large) and Appointments
(ratifications for the long list of various non-elected
positions: Secretary-Treasurer, Newsletter Editor,
Website, Equipment, Archivist, Marshal Emeritus,
Returning Officer, Merchandising, Auditor)

9. Notice of Motion - By-law changes (if any)
10. List of proposed 2021 Events
Notes:
1. https://tinyurl.com/y42vetw8

Annual General Meeting 2021

@ Birthday Party

President’s report 2020

2020 has been a very strange year for our club, a year
like no other. I cannot deliver a president report to the
club membership outside of the context of the pan-
demic. It has drama�cally shaped our club ac�vi�es
and our lives.

For me 2020 began in early December of 2019 with my
wife and I passing a flu back and forth un�l the end of
January 2020. The flu eventually subsided in our
house just in �me for the global COVID 19 pandemic to
be declared. Quickly social distancing and lockdown of
ac�vi�es was implemented.

Having spent much of my professional adult life plan-
ning for, responding to and mi�ga�ng emergencies
and disasters both mad made and natural, I knew
what was coming. Unfortunately, as the pandemic
evolved, my training and educa�on was spot on and
we are following all planning model trajectories. Lock-
down, just like Thanos, was inevitable.

Since early on in 2020 your execu�ve has been able to
meet semi regularly, mostly virtually, to keep all the
func�ons of the club working. Given the circum-
stances we decided to focus on maintaining member
engagement. This would be through the Newsle�er,
and social media, mostly our facebook pages and di-
rect email.

Ini�ally we kept planning for all typical club events
star�ng with the Maple Syrup Rallye. As the date ap-
proached long �me club member and event host Vern
Fairhead passed away which was also coincidental
with the first major lockdown already being in place.
Out of an abundance of cau�on for the safety of our
members and their families we cancelled our first
event. We kept moving forward with planning for the
Annual Birthday Party . Quickly we began to realize
that we would eventually have to cancel all of our
events one by one as they approached.

Hoping for things to be under control by the fall we be-
gan planning a larger joint event with Toronto based
Land Rover Adventure Associa�on in Minden. This
event was planned to be a replacement for the can-
celled Birthday Party earlier in June and to celebrate
LRAAs 20th Anniversary. Rovers Out At Minden
“ROAM” was to be a great event. Sadly the pandemic
has proven to be more tenacious than believed and we
reluctantly cancelled ROAM as well.

Throughout the year our members were encouraged
to off road on their own, in small groups, maintaining
appropriate physical distancing. Several groups were
known to make it out on the trails and enjoy their vehi-
cles capabili�es. Sadly no club sanc�oned events oc-
curred during 2020.
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Thankfully our membership has remained engaged
and happily our club is thriving. Our monthly News-
le�er has been publishing regularly and has caught
up with back issues. Thank you Dixon Kenner.

The OVLR closed Facebook page has been the main
mode of communica�on and we have been endeav-
ouring to keep things light and fun. Member pos�ngs
are constantly increasing. The technical knowledge
and skill of our club’s members has been tested �me
and again to assist another member with a vehicle
problem. It is great see new members join and al-
most instantly get help with a Land Rover problem.
Its a great community we have here. Thank you ev-
eryone.

Since regular monthly social gatherings were impos-
sible again our members stepped up and set up vir-
tual socials, which by all accounts are well a�ended.
Thank you Ryan Carmen and Terry King for facili-
ta�ng.

Terry King has been doing a great job charing no�ces
via email and helping to maintain regular communi-
ca�on with our membership. I have received a recent
verbal update on our financials and the club is good
financial shape. Early in the year we purchased a
club Automa�c External Defibrillator (AED). Our club
average age is increasing and we felt it is as important
to have and AED as a first-aid kit and a fire ex�n-
guisher. These items will always reside in the club ex-
pedi�on trailer at all club events and are accessible to
all members.

Lastly the execu�ve unanimously agreed on a new
club visual iden�fier. We felt we needed to update
the well recognized and classic series II front end and
we added a licence plate on the fender with the date
the club came into existence. Thank you Tyler Mon-
tague March.

I would like to thank all of you for being so passionate
about our favourite vehicle brand. Without you, your
passion, your obsession and your camaraderie we
would have no club. Take the �me in lock down to
get those li�le projects on your vehicle completed.

I will con�nue to do my best to lead the func�ons of
the club to meet your needs and expecta�ons. To-
gether we’ll get through this and back out on the
trails.

Be safe, wear a mask, wash your hands frequently,
maintain physical distancing and enjoy life.

Kevin Newell
OVLR President
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OVLR Secretary Report for 2020

The secretary reports that there are some members
who had paid the insurance through OF4WD and
others who had not renewed as of yet. With the full
impact of COVID cancelling all club off-roads, it was to
be expected that there would be a lesser number of
members signing up for the insurance. There is no
impact on the club, financially or membership wise.

As of Feb. 23, 2021 there are 627 followers of our
Facebook page “O�awa Valley Land Rovers”, all
efforts to a�ract these poten�al full members to the
club are ongoing.

As stated in 2019 there was a need to realign or
change the method of renewing OVLR membership.
In 2020, memberships have been accepted, both
online through our Shopify site, as well as through
paper mail and cheques to the Treasurer. It is s�ll a
source of delays and paper burden between the
treasurer and secretary, but regular emails keep the
membership as close to current as possible. There
con�nue to be gaps between the actual members
and the mail outs, but every effort is made through
reminders to the members to request newsle�ers if
there is a gap. Usually within a month correc�ons are
made.

As things stand, the Secretary stated (in 2019)
members will receive an individual email regarding
their membership renewal as well as their OF4WD
renewal once the plan is finalized. In 2020, anyone
reques�ng clarifica�on as to their status as members
has been replied to asap with an update.

Throughout 2020, there have been regular email
updates as to the status of poten�al ou�ngs and
events, as well as the usual postponements and
cancella�ons as per the government legisla�ons at
the �me.

While there were no club events during 2020, there
were several small ou�ngs of like minded members
who got together informally for an off-road. The
OVLR Execu�ve always cau�oned the members
a�ending these to follow all laws and regula�ons
regarding distancing and numbers.

Several emails between the current Execu�ve
members and the Returning Officer have resulted in
the fact that all exis�ng Execu�ve members are
willing to con�nue holding their office un�l the next
elec�on, whenever that can be held, presumably in
2021. In addi�on, members have been encouraged to
nominate people for any and all of the Execu�ve
posi�ons.
Terry King
OVLR Secretary
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OVLR Treasurer’s Report 2020 - David Pell

From a financial standpoint, 2020 has been a
remarkably light year compared to most. The lack of
events has drama�cally reduced the cash flow through
the club coffers. The Club is in good financial shape
and has maintained the $5,000 float that was decided
upon by the membership in the mid 1990’s.

As a high level summary, We ended the 2020 year with
$4,060.27 in cash TD chequing account and $2,561.50
in credits in our PayPal account. For the details:

On the income side:

Membership fees: We received $1,275 in membership
fees. This is lower than normal, given that the club has
tradi�onally relied on renewals in person at events,
especially at the Birthday party. This did not happen
last year.

As there were no events, there are no other income
sources noted. Normally there would be income
related to the events, the Birthday Party Auc�on, sale
of Club merchandise &c.

On the expenditures side:

• Medallions: Members would remember that the
Club Execu�ve decided to get medallions for the
members with their membership number upon it.
The expenditure associated with this is $1,678.05
to Les Entreprise Denis Ringue�e. (The medallions,
an image and descrip�on can be found in the
March 2020 Newsle�er on page 5).

• Window S�ckers: The Execu�ve decided in the
Spring that the Club had not produced any window
s�ckers since the late 1990’s when Spencer
Norcross produced a number for the membership.
With a gap approaching twenty five years, a new
issue was planned. $547.13 was spent for an
inventory of s�ckers with Impressions Charles.

These two expenditures amount to $2,224.18

Other expenditures:

• Newsle�er: There are no expenditures associated
with the newsle�er for 2020, nor with the web
site.

• Bank Service Fees: $213.40 was transferred to
Toronto Dominion Bank for our account.

• Shopify/Paypal Fees: $53.68 is associated with
Paypal and Shopify ac�vi�es for FY 2020.

Event Expenditures: There are some small

expenditures related to events, but these relate to
events that happened in 2019.

• Maple Syrup Rally. There were expenditures of
$391.79 related to food expenses for the 2019 rally
that were paid out in the previous year. Offse�ng
revenue from that event would be reflected in the
2019 financial statement.

• The Birthday Party: There are $157.01 in expenses
related to du�es paid on goods received by the
Club for the auc�on for the 2019 Birthday Party
that were not paid out in the 2019 fiscal year. The
revenues associated with this would be reflected in
the 2019 financial statement.

Liabili�es: At �me of wri�ng the Club hold a liability of
$215 related to money received for the 2020 Birthday
Party. This money will be put against the member’s
event fees associated with the 2021 Birthday Party.

Overall, the club received $1,490.00 in revenues, while
expensed $3,225.90 for a net loss of $1,735.99 on the
year.

There is a spreadsheet available to members who wish
to examine the cash flow in detail, but is completely
summarised above. Contact the Secretary if you
would like to receive a copy

OVLR Editor’s Report 2020 - Dixon Kenner

2020 got off to a bit of a slow start. In April your editor
decided to become a beta tester for a new desktop
publishing package (Affinity Publisher), and go and use
the Land-Rover Stamps ar�cles as fodder. That led to
crea�ng the Toys series as I learned more about the
so�ware package and layout in general. As it became
clear that I had burnt out another produc�on editor
(Ben Smith), I decided to buy the so�ware suite and try
layout out. Over a fortnight in late April/May, I did
January, through April, quickly followed by May. From
then, the newsle�ers have come out earlier than the
scheduled 15th of the month.

As for what was accomplished: 300 pages of newsle�er.
Which is a bit of a surprise for me, as when indexing past
years, a rather large percentage of these pages are
usually filled with no�ces and informa�on for events,
and then the subsequent accounts of the events. This
past year lacked that. I have to complement this success
to the eleven different authors contribu�ng at least one
ar�cle to the newsle�er. In many cases, more than one
ar�cle. There, credit goes to Jane & Keith Barre�, Steve
Owen, Greg Fitzgerald, Jean-Jacques Hechler, Rod
Steele, David Place, Alan Richer, amongst others.

Well, this has been a learning experience, and we shall
see what 2021 brings us in the way of news, events and
community building within the pages of the Newsle�er!
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Given the current restric�ons on movement, and while
laudable efforts in vaccine distribu�on are ge�ng
underway, it is s�ll difficult for groups to plan ac�vi�es
that will meet restric�ons of the day. At the �me of
wri�ng, Ontario is projec�ng September before the
popula�on is vaccinated.

However, some tradi�onal events can be put forth,
star�ng with the OVLR Social on the third Monday of
the month, which for this newsle�er is this coming
Monday.

Either at the Presco� on Preston Street, or viaMS Teams
or Zoom, depending on restric�ons. Both seem to get
going between six and seven in the evening. This next
Social is no. 323.

• March 15th

• April 19th

• May 17th

• June 21st

• July 19th

• August 16th

• September 20th

• October 18th

• November 15th

• December 20th

In theory, the next event is theMaple Syrup Rally. But
given restric�ons, and a host of other uncontrollable
factors, it, and everything else, is very much TBD.
However, as Andy Dufresne says to Red in Shawshank
Redemp�on, “hope”... So, pages 12 & 13 of this
newsle�er has referen�al informa�on in hope the event
comes off.

Event : The Spring Tune-up
When: Tradi�onally Mid-May
Where: Locally in O�awa
Organiser: TBD
A strong level of awareness should be given that this
event is a learning and guidance session, not free work
done on your vehicle session. The idea is that you will
do some of the work under the guidance of another.,
Not that you will be watching others.
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That �me of year is nearly upon us, when the snow
begins to recede up here and the landscape begins
to resemble something other than tundra, or taiga,
depending on where you might be si�ng. For the
past twenty-nine years, members of OVLR have been
celebra�ng the coming of Spring with a gathering at
The Fairhead’s sugarbush in Shawville, Quebec
during the maple sap run. The event offers people
an excuse to get their Land Rover out from under a
snow bank and blow the cobwebs out. For the hardy,
it is an opportunity for some early Spring camping.
This is the first major event of the Spring season for
Land Rover owners around eastern Ontario and
western Quebec. Food, tradi�on and some white
laning.

The Maple Syrup Rally is tradi�onally held at the end
of March, beginning of April at the height of the sap
run. The sugar maples love freezing nights and warm
days. A varia�on in this pa�ern can disrupt the sap
run and cause last minute changes in the schedule
outlined. As this is very weather dependent, an
es�mate is printed, the actual date not being known
un�l just a few weeks ahead. Look to the next
newsle�er or website for a date towards the middle
of March for when the tenta�ve and rain dates for
the rally are. Remember, Mother Nature determines
the date, not us!

Ac�vi�es?

Well there is the tradi�onal brunch of french toast,
sausage, and baked beans, all poten�ally smothered
in fresh maple syrup. Depending upon the weather
and the sap run, as well as to make you appreciate
your breakfast, a�endees are encouraged to take a
visit down to the sugar bush, and help in the
produc�on process to make part of the brunch,
namely the maple syrup. A li�le sap gathering, some
stoking of the fires under the evaporator... Finally,
there will be a li�le white, or if condi�ons have
turned that way, brown/mud laning around on some
abandoned rail beds, around the sugar bush, and
such.

As always, there will be lots of fresh maple syrup for
sale. Prices are expected to be similar to last year.
Prices in the April newsle�er! Bring your cheque
book! (Note, this is the real stuff not that nasty
chemically filled ar�ficial stuff usually found in the
supermarket.) Be alert, it can sell out before you
know it!

The organisers need to know how many people can
be expected to be a�ending so the proper amount
of food can be purchased. If you are planning on

coming, please RSVP to Peter Gaby by April first via
email at petertgaby@rogers.com. The cost of the
rally is $10 dollars per person. Children under three
are free. To drive on the off-road you need to be a
member of OVLR and have a valid drivers licence.

Some other aspects for you to consider? Well, in the
past, as the event takes place on a Sunday, various
members of the club have come up early and done a
li�le Winter camping in the sugar bush. If you are
interested in some Winter camping, drop Peter a
note to see if it is possible

Ge�ng There:

If you are unsure about direc�ons, there will be a
convoy of vehicles leaving from the Westgate
shopping centre at 8:30am. (Corner of Carling
Avenue and Merivale). If you know your way and are
coming up on the Saturday, we are looking for a
convoy leader. Contact Terry or Peter Gaby. The
following direc�ons assume that you can find the
Champlain Bridge at the north end of Island Park
Drive in O�awa.

• Crossing the Champlain Bridge over the O�awa
River, you will go straight to the second set of
lights where the road ends at a “T”. Go west
(le�).

• Follow the upper road (highway #148) through to
Aylmer, past the Canadian Tire, to a set of lights
at the park (there is a war memorial in the centre
of the park to your right. The town library is
across the street on your le�) in the centre of
town. Highway 148 does a right turn here at
these lights.

• Follow Highway 148 out of Aylmer and proceed
to Shawville (you will pass by the villages of
Luskville, Quyon etc.).

• Drive through/past Shawville.
• About one mile past Shawville, you will look for a

side road on the right. The side road is marked
with a small green sign that says “Radford”
(there are a pair of barns across the road on the
le� hand side of #148). Turn right onto Radford.

• Go straight, past the church, un�l the road ends.
Turn right, then take the first le�.

• You will take the first le� at the next concession
road. One mile from this turn, you will find Vern’s
farm on the le�.

Note: The Quyon Ferry: We do not know when it is
opening this year. Those members in the west end of
O�awa wishing to avoid the long trek into O�awa
just to turn around and drive west again and you can
take the ferry across the O�awa River and chop

Note on the Maple Syrup Rally

This informa�on is completely specula�ve. Given the current situa�on vis-a-vis on on-going health
emergency, like last year, it is en�rely possibly that this event will be postponed to next year (2022).
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•

dozens of miles off the trek. Telephone ahead to see
if it is running.

Maps:

Shawville (and site for that ma�er) appear on the
very le�most por�on of the Canadian Topographical
Map 31-F/9. For some of the trail driving, you may
wish to also pick up the map sheet 31-F/10. These
maps, and other larger scale deriva�ves, can be
purchased fromWorld of Maps on Wellington near
Tunney’s Pasture.

Accommoda�on:

In the past, as the event takes place on a Sunday,
various members of the club have come up early and
done a li�le winter camping in the sugar bush.

Other Seasonal Informa�on:

Storage - The three main enemies of maple syrup are
air, �me, and temperature. Therefore, the following
storage prac�ces are recommended:

• Immediately store your maple syrup a�er
purchase in the refrigerator even if the container
has not been opened. If this is not possible,
consider freezing the syrup. Personally, all of
mine goes into the freezer.

• Maple syrup packaged in �n or glass can be
stored for up to one year in the refrigerator in its
original container. However, some people who
buy in large quan��es o�en repackage and
freeze the syrup and take it out of the freezer
when needed.

• Because plas�c “breathes,” repackage syrup
originally packed in plas�c if you plan to store it
for more than three months.

• If excess water is present or if containers are not
clean when filled, bacteria, yeast, or mould may
grow during storage. Do not simply remove the
mould and reheat the product. Some micro-
organisms produce toxins as they grow, and
these toxins could make you sick. Some web sites
advise that the syrup should be discarded.

Maple syrup is packaged in �n, plas�c, or glass. Each
has advantages and disadvantages as to maintaining
the quality of the syrup in storage.

Glass maintains the flavour of the maple syrup
indefinitely. It may darken slightly, especially if the
syrup is not kept in the dark. Glass also allows you to
inspect the syrup for cloudiness or sugar crystals.
Glass containers are usually reserved for packaging
small amounts—1⁄2 pints, pints, and quarts. It is a
costly way to package and is o�en seen in gi� packs.
Tin maintains syrup quality for 11 to 12 months. Tin
cans rust, so care must be taken as to where the
container is stored. A �n flavour can be picked up if
stored for long periods.

Plas�c is a popular packaging material. It is
lightweight and easy to use. Syrup stored in plas�c
will usually maintain quality for three to six months.
Plas�c breathes, so a colour and flavour change can
be the result in long-term storage in plas�c
containers. However, new plas�c containers have
been developed to extend shelf life. The
disadvantage to these, so far, is that the cost is more
than the regular plas�c jugs.
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An interes�ng find on the Internet. Hard Body
4x4, or Aqualu Industries of Bri�sh Columbia have
created a 109/100 body. They write - We’ve had a
great response to our new aluminum LAND ROVER'S!
Here are just a few things to go over to help answer
some of the ques�ons that have been coming in.

We are currently working through the R & D on two
prototype bodies. This first body was based off the
Series body style, however once in produc�on we will
be modelling them a�er the Land Rover Defender 90
and 110 series. We plan to offer the Defender 90 in a
2 door and the Defender 110 in a 4 door version.

The body, bulkhead and cowl will be a solid one piece
unit and will NOT be made to accept the original
components. We plan to offer the body, fenders, grill,
windshield frame, half doors and a storage tailgate.
The accessories we will be offering will NOT work on
the stock bodies. We will NOT be offering
replacement panels for the original bodies, only a
complete replacement body.

The aluminum Land Rover bodies will be
approximately 3x thicker than the original bodies and
therefore will be significantly stronger. The bodies will
be made from the same material that we use in our
Jeep, Land Cruiser and Samurai bodies (.156 or 5/32"
thick) 5052 aluminum alloy. We have been producing
aluminum replacement bodies and accessories for 30
years and are very confident in the strength and
durability of our products. hardbody4x4.com

The rub... These won’t fit on a Land Rover chassis...
As they wrote Frank Elson - “However, at this
moment they come with either no body mounts so
that the end user is able to put it on any frame they
wish, or it comes with body mounts for a 2007-2018

four-door Jeep JK frame. We chose the JK frame
mainly because of the sheer volume of JK’s produced
in their 11 year run as well as the massive a�ermarket
support for these frames.”

Event Announcement - Metal Dash - A private
annual gathering of adventurous Land Rover
enthusiasts resul�ng in an experience that is both
hard to describe and replicate. Inspired and
dominated by Series car owners, with a few other
models and their owners joining in. Hello metal
dashers. Don Flye has graciously invited you back this
year for a Metal Dash Weekend happening September
17 - 19 this year. Lets make 2021 a Land Rover
celebra�on to remember. We look forward to seeing
many familiar faces and new adventurers there this
year. More informa�on - metaldashweekend.com/

New random part available - Land Rover
Op�onal Equipment is pleased to announce Fairey
Capstan Winch cranksha� drive dogs are now in stock.
A highly accurate part
machined from EN24T steel.
Includes the correct peg for
loca�ng in the cranksha�. Both
imperial and metric variants
available. £25.91 from
www.lroe.co.uk

An interes�ng
adver�sement from North
American Overland, a restora�on shop in Connec�cut
- We now offer electronic fuel injec�on on our
restored Series IIAs while retaining the original intake/
exhaust manifolds and thro�le linkage! EFI solves all
running issues associated with 10% ethanol gasoline
(pump gas). northamericaoverland.com

Non OVLR new and Rumours
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(Ed note - It looks to be made by Holley. They do make
the gold finish ones. Sniper EFI Autolite 1100, one
barrel or Sniper EFI 2gc small bore master kit

Another blog
recommenda�on, as opposed to
podcast - Frank Elson’s blog - He
writes - “Hiya! I have been
involved in off-roading, usually in
Land Rovers or Range Rovers, for
more than 40 years. This passion,
allied to the fact that I was a
professional Journalist for all of
my working life, naturally led to
wri�ng for Off-road and Land
Rover magazines. For more than 30 years now. If you
have followed my work in the magazines then you
know who and what I am. If you haven’t, then here
goes:

I love Land Rovers and Range Rovers and the people
who are involved with them, and I love wri�ng about
them. This blog is the result. The current crop of Land
Rover magazines don’t want me any more so I’m
doing it for myself … er … and you I hope (there is
someone out there right ?)

I intend to write a new column every month – on the
day I receive my Old Age Pension (so I can’t forget!)

…and I’ll tell you something now. Stripping a Land
Rover down to the bare chassis and rebuilding it –
rusty bolts and all – is a damn’ sight easier than
pu�ng this flipping website together. So if you are
reading it then I managed it !

h�ps://frankelson.home.blog/columns/

CenterSteer
Podcast - Alec Breaud
debuts the new Pensa-
Rover Rally taking place
on April 24, 2021 in
Pensacola, Florida. Alec is
a member of the Gulf
Coast Land Rover Club,
owned nine different Land
Rovers and a fan of P38s.
Alec most recently has

driven over 12,000 miles on a blue-wrapped Defender
110.

In the news, JLR announces significant changes to its
model lineup, the new Defender has been well
received, and they are dropping a V8 in the new
Defender. And the engineers are showing off by
dri�ing the new Defender. We have another go at the
electric vehicle terms and abbrevia�ons. And Ka�e
Paige sings "Overland Breakdowns."

New Jaguar Land Rover CEO Thierry Bolloré
announced the new plan for the company’s future last
week, with a focus on electric power and increasing
profits.

The new direc�on is called the Reimagine plan, and
the focus is above all else on electrifica�on – a new
direc�on demanded by regula�ons in many countries.
In the next five years, Land Rover intends to launch six
fully electric variants, with the first coming in 2024.
Presumably, this will mostly involve introducing
electric variants of exis�ng models, instead of
introducing new electric-only models.

Simultaneously, Jaguar will become a fully-electric
brand by 2025, finding a direc�on for the struggling
brand. The intent is that by 2030, 100% of Jaguar
sales will be all-electric, and about 60% of Land Rover
vehicles will be ba�ery-powered only.

As Land Rover is not going fully-electric, it will s�ll
offer a combina�on of powertrains. Diesel will be
available un�l 2026, when it is intended to be phased
out. There will s�ll be electrified gasoline-powered
engines, such as the current Ingenium mild hybrid
motors that are available in most Land Rover models.

JLR is also looking at a push towards hydrogen power
as another alterna�ve fuel. With the development of
the fuel cell economy, hydrogen powered prototypes
will be hi�ng the road in the UK within the next 12
months. It seems like hydrogen may have a space in
the alterna�ve fuels world alongside ba�ery power,
so it’s a smart secondary path in the quest for greener
powertrains.

JLR is also looking to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions across its supply chain, products, and
opera�ons by 2039.

Land Rover will use two pla�orms in their future
models. The MLA Flex pla�orm will come first (MLA
means “Modular Longitudinal Architecture”), the
EMA (Electric Modular Architecture) will come next,
with produc�on based at the Halewood plant
building.

All of this change will come alongside a plan to
increase profits, which are already growing a�er a
difficult period of realignment. The company will find
itself “rightsizing” towards a goal of double-digit
profits before taxes and posi�ve cash flow, looking to
be on much stronger financial foo�ng by 2025.

All of this will be a lot of change at Land Rover, but
will be necessary with changing consumer demand
and government regula�on.
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My 1951 80” spends most of its
�me on a 100-acre family co�age in
Wickham, New Brunswick when it’s
not thumping through the woods at
Winter Romp. During the spring it
earns its keep by lending a hand
ge�ng ready for summer.

In the spring of 2019 when I was
using it to tow the docks down to
the beach, I heard a sound of
crushing metal. Stopping the vehi-
cle immediately, I reluctantly got
out to take a look at the damage.
As suspected, the years of use had
taken its toll and the centre sec�on
of the rear crossmember was
crushed and torn like a pop can.
Disheartened I drove the 80” back
up to the barn and parked it.

While I thought about what I was going to do, the
80” sat only to be driven in the odd �me and if ac-
cess was need in the barn. The summer of 2020 I
realized I am not doing this vehicle any jus�ce by it
laying around in a barn. These trucks need to be
used!

In the process of sourcing a rear crossmember my
friend Peter Rosvall (also an 80” owner) said he
had a solid centre sec�on for a series 1 cross mem-
ber. With the remanence of my pu�er crossmem-
ber s�ll salvageable a plan was hatched to resur-
rect the truck.

The pandemic made obtaining the sec�on of a

Frankenmember 80” Crossmember Woes by John McKelvey

crossmember a li�le difficult. In
the fall I was finally able to obtain
the sec�on and start work on the
80”.

A�er duck hun�ng season slowed
down, I moved the 80” from my
co�age to my garage in Saint John,
NB. To start working on the
Frankenstein rear crossmember.

The first set was to remove the
rear tub from the 80” and take
some reference measurements be-
fore dissec�ng the crossmember.
Being a surveyor, this set was
pre�y straight forward. In measur-
ing the chassis, I no�ced that the
frame rails were squeezed in by
1/2” inwards.

The next step was to carefully remove the exi�ng
crossmember to minimize addi�onal work to the
chassis. Once the crossmember was removed the
reference measurements were checked. The
frame rail spacing dimension showed that the rails
sprung back the 1/2” to their correct dimension.
This saved a lot of work on this end (no pun in-
tended).

The salvageable sec�ons were removed from the
old crossmember and prepped to be mated to the
acquired centre sec�on. This was done by mock-
ing the pieces together on a steel workbench.
Once everything was measured six ways to Sunday
the sec�ons were welded together to form one
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unit. Because the acquired centre sec�on was
from an 86” the support tabs connec�ng to the tub
had to be relocated to their correct loca�on.

The final stage of this project was to connect the
Frankenmember to the chassis. Using the refer-
ence measurements taken earlier the crossmem-
ber was set in loca�on and then welded onto the
frame.

Once this was completed everything was painted
and the moment of truth was about to happen. In-
stalling the rug back on. As it was lowered into po-
si�on a sa�sfying feeling occurred. Everything
lined up and fit correctly. A�er celebra�ng with a
few hoppy beverages, the job was complete!

The 80” then was taken back up to the co�age
proudly spor�ng its reconstructed rear crossmem-
ber. Before being put away for the winter the 80”
took a few victory laps around the property then
se�led back into the barn awai�ng spring to come
and start working again!

Photos:
• Bo�on le� p16 - Mangled crossmember
• Bo�om right p16 - Replacement 86” cross-

member from Peter Rosvall
• Top right - A�er welding and pain�ng
• Right - The finished product, ready for the 25th

WinterRomp in 2022!
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Some�mes it is worth taking
tangents that are ques�on-
able. This installment is a tan-
gent into a toy that has Land-
Rover content, but is really
about the whole set, as the
Land-Rover in ques�on is only
playing a suppor�ng role. Fur-
ther, while this set can com-
mand some pre�y impressive
prices today. Given the Ox-
ford Diecast copy is available
in 1:76 (more or less) a tan-
gent to the more interes�ng
1:46 (approx) Corgi version
can follow.

Historically, The Bristol Blood-
hound was an early semi-ac�ve an�-aircra� missile
designed in the late 1950s for the Royal Air Force
(RAF) and was in service from 1958 (Mk I, and Mk
II from 1964) un�l the 1990s and the end of the
Cold War.

It was a great system against forma�ons that be-
haved like the Germans in the Second World War,

and not like Bomber Com-
mand or the USAF against
Germany (well, not for the
homeward leg for the Ameri-
cans at least). How well it
would have worked against
and unknown Soviet doctrine
is conjecture.

Fun trivia about the real 1:1
version. The real transporter
was a converted 1936 Vickers
3.7” an�-aircra� gun mount.
When launched the missile
went supersonic a�er 1.73
seconds or in 960 feet. This
missile system also saved
Bristol Aerospace from bank-

ruptcy.

Corgi, as a toy company, itself is discussed else-
where. This is about the Corgi gi� sets (GS), and
there are several, that featured the Bloodhound
Guided Missile and Launch Pad (no. 1108) that was
issued in October 1958.

XXVI - The Corgi RAF Bloodhound, Corgi Gift Sets 4 & 6 by Dixon Kenner
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These kits included RAF Land Rover (no. 351),
which was issued in May 1958, which was included
in Gi� Set 4 along with the Bloodhound Guided
Missile, The image (above le� and right) is of the
351 RAF Land-Rover as it came boxed. It is easily
found on eBay and other sites

This Corgi RAF Land-Rover is a Series I 109” LWB
(no. 351). Not to be confused with the similar
green S1 109 in Gi� set 2, with a horse trailer. no.
406, which was used for a number of different
things, or such as no. 416, the blue RAC Service
truck, or 416S, the yellow Belgian TS truck. There
was 417, the S1 version of the wrecker, or break-
down truck. What differences there are in
cas�ngs, wheels and all of those details can be
found in another ar�cle.

351 also came with a removable “so� top”, made
of metal, that covered the rear box in the same
body colour.

The RAF Land-Rover was also used to tow the
Thunderbird missile (#351) on trolley (#350) in GS3
(see adver�sement below right).

Gi� Set 4 (previous page, bo�om right, this page
bo�om le�) also included the Vickers trolley,
launch pad and base, as well as the Bloodhound
missile itself. Do also note that there are two
types of the Bloodhound rocket itself. The first
version of the missile had plas�c rocket booster
bodies (the four yellow pieces), with separate
turned aluminium
nozzles – all
pressed and/or
glued in place on
the metal missile.
The second was
all metal.

Gi� Set 4 cost
roughly $9 in
1960. With infla-
�on, that would be
C$78.79 today.
You can see that
this set beats infla-
�on since 1960 by
a lot. It can can be found on eBay for about
C$1,000 today for Mint in Box (MiB). Do note, the
red, pointed, nosecone of the rocket was made of
rubber. Few of the nose cones today that looks
the part will be original. As discussed earlier, the
red material has not aged very well. It has dis-
torted, and if the box has sat for sixty years undis-
turbed, may have flowed down, and pooled on the
cardboard.
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The “Rocket Age” Gi� Set 6, (image, below) which
MiB can cost up to C$3,370 with the rare 5 stripe
radar van. This gi� set added a few things to GS4.
A Thunderbird missile and Standard Vanguard RAF
Staff Car (no. 352) which was issued in October
1958.

The Decca Mobile Airfield Radar Van (no. 1106) re-
leased in January 1959 featured a radar scanner
which revolved remotely by means of a serrated
wheel. One should note, in real life, neither the

Corgi Decca Airfield Radar (no. 353) nor the Decca
Radar Van (no. 1106) was used with the 1:1 scale
Bloodhound missile system.

To complete this ar�cle, one must men�on the re-
cent Oxford Diecast copy (76set65) of the Corgi set
that was released in 2019. (Images to the right,
and boxed, below) The Corgi was a great set, at
least un�l your younger brother got to it and then
it rapidly aged. On the other hand, the Oxford is
affordable, the Oxford is a pre�y good copy of the
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Corgi, and not a representa�on of the real missile
system, as it follows Corgi toy details and not the
real item, incorpora�ng Corgi features that were
not part of the real system.

Some examples include the lever to raise the mis-
sile on the trolley. On the Corgi it works. On the
Oxford it does nothing. The transporter wheels
would have been more accurate if they just used
standard wheels and not copied the Corgi wheels.
While the Oxford box shows the hard stand for the
launcher, per the Corgi toy, it is not actually avail-
able in the kit. The nose of the rocket fits on the
Corgi, but has an odd gap on the Oxford.

As well, the Oxford version used a lot of plas�c,
where the original did not use very much. Further,
the Oxford version concentrates on the Land-
Rover, the missile and trolley, and launch stand.

But, locally, “FaresPlease” has the set for $59.95,
or one can surf over to Oxford online for £26.95 +
S&H. This is a lot less than a thousand dollars for
the real thing.

Want to know more about the Bloodhound?
These three sites will give you more than you
never want to know:
• h�p://www.bmpg.org.uk
• h�p://www.bcar.org.uk/bloodhound
• h�p://www.bac2010.co.uk/

now_it_can_be_told.php
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Ascension, 2007

Scou�ng Centenary - Off-road. Set of four

The penul�mate stamp issued thus far by
Ascension with an iden�fiable Land Rover was on
the ninth of July in 2007. This set of four stamp
celebrated the centenary of Scou�ng. The top
value, demonstra�ng infla�on since the first stamp
issued with a Land-Rover, is for 1.25 pounds.
Ascension previously issued a set on the 75th

anniversary of scou�ng in 1982, but that was some
line drawings, without any land-Rovers.

The stamp, designed by Andrew Robinson, and
printed by B.D.T. In a scene that would be
impossible in Canada today, it shows a number of
happy, waving scouts standing atop a five door 109
or 110, on what might be a full length, to the front
bumper, Brownchurch rack. Such dangerous
behaviours would draw much cri�cism.

The stamp was printed using lithography and has
the same perf count as previous issues.

For the collector:
Issue: Scou�ng

Land Rover Stamps, Defenders, part 8 (2007 - 2010) by Dixon Kenner
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Date issued: July 9th, 2007
Value: GBP 1.25
Perfora�on: 14
Prin�ng:Offset lithography , sheets are 2x5 stamps
Printer : BDT Interna�onal of Dublin
Catalogue no.: SG 974, Sco� 917, Michel 1008

United Na�ons, Geneva, 2010

On 2 September 2010, the United Na�ons Postal
Administra�on (UNPA) issued three se-tenant
strips of five stamps featuring the services
provided in land, sea, and air opera�ons. Each in
the denomina�ons of US$ 0.44, CHF 1.00 and €
0.65. Each sheet of 20 stamps has four horizontal
se-tenant strips of five stamps.

Transporta�on plays an extremely important role
for the United Na�ons in its efforts to maintain its
peacekeeping and humanitarian opera�ons.
United Na�ons transport vehicles are cri�cal for
deploying UN personnel to peacekeeping missions,
shipping large amounts of food to meet emergency
needs, supplying emergency medical supplies and
transpor�ng other cargo and equipment to the
field missions.

The United Na�ons Department of Peacekeeping
Opera�ons (DPKO) has a strong need for support
and logis�cs in conduc�ng its peacekeeping
missions. Those tasks are handled by the Logis�cs
Support Division (LSD) in areas such as supply,
engineering, transporta�on of personnel and
equipment, and planning. The LSD has
headquarters in New York City and a logis�cs base
in Brindisi, Italy.

Three different sheets have three themes, land, air
and sea. The land sheet has five different vehicles,
the one in the centre being a Land Rover 130 pick-
up. The complete vehicle spans two stamps, with
the rear of the Land Rover falling on the stamp to
the le� of centre. The stamps were designed by
Simon Williams. 660,000 stamps in total were
produced, or 132,000 with the Land Rover, perf is
13.5.

For the collector:
Issue: Transports de l'ONU, United Na�ons, Land
Transport (Geneva)
Date issued: September 2nd, 2010
Value: 1 fr. - One Swiss Franc
Perfora�on: 13 1/4 x 12 3/4
Prin�ng:Offset lithography
Catalogue no.: Stanley Gibbons 689, Sco� 525,
Michel 722, Yvert et Tellier 731, Unificato 722,
Zumstein 741
Images: Stamp proper to the le�, se tenant strip
below, and the the First Day Cover is a� he top of
the next page.
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Sovereign Order of Malta, 2010

The Sovereign Order of Malta is a sovereign body
as provided by interna�onal law. The Order –
based in Rome, on via Condo�, has its own
government, an independent magistracy, bilateral
diploma�c rela�ons with 104 countries and is
granted the status of Permanent Observer in many
interna�onal organisa�ons such as the United
Na�ons. Its opera�onal ac�vi�es are managed by
the six Grand Priories, six Subpriories and 47
Na�onal Associa�ons of Knights on five con�nents.
The Order issues its own passports and stamps and
creates public ins�tu�ons, endowed with judicial
autonomy.

The Order of Malta’s Italian Relief Corps (CISOM),
counts some 3,000 volunteers (medical,
paramedical staff and assistants) in the three

North-Centre-South
units into which the
corps is divided in Italy.
Founded in 1970, it
carries out rescue and
assistance opera�ons
during natural
disasters. It intervened
during the
earthquakes in Irpinia,
Umbria, Puglia,
Basilicata and Abruzzo

On June 21st, 2010
(OVLR's 28th birthday),
the Order issued a set
of stamps
commemora�ng the
for�eth anniversary of
the Order's Italian
Relief Corps (CISOM).
The 2.20 Euro stamp
shows three men

around a Land Rover 110 sta�on wagon. Note,
this is not an easy stamp to obtain. SMOM stamps
are not listed in the Sco� Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue or by Stanley Gibbons; however, they
are listed in the Italian language Sassone
Specialized Catalog of Italy and Italian Areas, and
the Unficato Catalog of Italy and Italian States
Stamps. Finding par�cular stamps is a lot easier
with a reference number.

For the collector:
Issue: CISOM (Italian Relief Corps)
Date issued: June 21st, 2010
Value: � 2.20 European Euro
Perfora�on: 13 1/4 x 14
Prin�ng:Offset lithography
Catalogue no.: Unificato 1029
Size : 60 x 40mm
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A sure sign new door seals should be on the Christmas list! (Jeff Aronson, QE I)
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Last month, we looked at the beginnings of the
first tenta�ve steps by Rover into America. Rover
had come to an accord with Rootes Motors,
where Rootes would represent Rover for the
foreseeable future. A few days later, the Bri�sh

Automoile Show opened in New York City, and
Rover was there with their new Lights Through
the Grille (LTTG) Land-Rover. This month, we look
at some more of the press reac�on

BRITISH INVASION Rover sets Rootes in the USA (part 2)
by Jane & Keith Barrett

9) Crowley Daily Signal (Crowley,
Indiana, USA) 29 April 1950.

John Cobb is pictured in the Grand
Central Palace standing beside another
show feature, his “Railton Special in
which he set the world land speed
record of 394.2 miles an hour in Utah
in 1947.”

8) Windsor Star (Windsor, Ontario,
Canada) 17 April 1950.

Titans of the Automo�ve Industry look
over the Rover experimental turbojet
car; from le� to right: “Alfred P. Sloan Jr.,
chairman of the board of the General
Motors Corpora�on; Sir William Rootes,
chairman of the Rootes Group; Geoffrey
Savage, director of the Rover Company;
and Henry Ford II, president of the Ford
Motor Company; accompanied by Sir
Oliver Franks, Bri�sh Ambassador to the
USA; and Paul Hoffman, Economic
Coopera�on Minister (and former
President of the Studebaker
Corpora�on)”. (8). A perspex cover was
placed over the rear compartment to
afford a be�er view of the engine, on
which “eighteen Bri�sh engineers
worked in secret for seven years (at a
cost of) $280,000”. (xii) It was a pres�ge
exhibit, heavily touted in the NY Show
adver�sing as ‘World’s First Turbo-Jet
Automobile’.

xii. New York Times 15 April 1950..
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11) Freelibrary New York Bri�sh Auto Show 1950 Grand Central Palace Ford stand, also Hillman -
Digital Collec�ons - Free Library

In the central part of this Freelibrary photo, the cut-away Anglia with its roll over display dominates the
English Ford stand. Beyond the Fords, the Ghost Minx can be seen in the Rootes’ exhibit. The Rover area
is visible through the columns in the le� of the photo where, beyond the Meterorite engine, a keen eye
can pick out the door and hinges of a Land-Rover.

10) The New York Times 15 April
1950.

The New York Times described some
other NY Show a�rac�ons: speed
merchant “Goldie Gardner’s record-
breaking MG” with streamlined body
designed by Reid Railton; “Jaguar
XK120, the fastest stock car ever built”;
“Anglia cut away chassis”; “Hillman
Ghost Minx … built by appren�ces of
the Hillman Minx factory in England …
(who) contributed their own �me for
the construc�on of the unit”; and the
cheapest cars in the show, the Aus�n
pedal cars, “the group of li�le
automobiles designed for children …
fashioned from scrap metal by Welsh
miners during their convalescence
from silicosis contracted while in the
coal pits … at a special plant erected by
Aus�n Motor Car Company” these
“roadsters sell for about $100.”
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13) Land-Rover Despatch Records, 21 March 1950.

Land-Rover Despatch Records show L06109216, L06109217 and L06109218 Despatched “9 MAR 1950 (in),
10 MAR 1950 (out), Weirs Motors Canada”. Land-Rover Show Vehicle L06109215 hung around the factory a
bit longer; “17 Mar 1950 (in), 21/3/1950 (out), New York Show”. Perhaps some extra �me was needed to
fabricate and fit the ligh�ng features required for the USA market.

12) Modern Motor Car (Holliston, Massachuse�s, USA) May 1950.

The Modern Motor Car reiterates the new Rover/Rootes connec�on: “ROVER. This independent company
has arranged for distribu�on of its products in the USA by the Rootes Group.” The magazine covers in detail
Rover’s “World’s First Gas-Turbine Car”. The two new ‘75’ model sedans are described as having “li�le
resemblance to their predecessors … with an unusual frontal appearance.” The Land-Rover is called “Jeep-
like vehicle built for general
purpose duty”.

A photo shows two le� hand drive
Land-Rovers. The Land-Rover Show
Chassis, on the right, does not
appear to be a cut-away version,
but rather a rolling chassis missing
only the bodywork. Michael Bishop
(JLR) found a reference in the back
of the 1610 Home Market Book,
“just within the date of this (NY)
show. … Land Rover Show Chassis
XC161/1 Eng XC 161/1, Dispatched
to Rover Co Seagrave Road.
Fulham. London”. (xiii). The fate of
this Show Chassis is unknown.

The Land-Rover Show Vehicle, on
the le�, is notable in that the
headlights are “through the grille”,
and the sidelights are mounted in
the front of the wings. This is
possibly the first Land-Rover to be
built with this configura�on. A
“LAND (Z) ROVER” sign is leaning against the grille, not untypical for a vehicle at an Auto Show. The Show
Vehicle stayed in the USA at the end of the NY Show (which seems to be Rover policy; L8667313 stayed in
Canada a�er the 1949 Canadian Na�onal Exhibi�on.) (xiv).

The NY Show Vehicle has survived; it is preserved in “as found” condi�on, not far from where it was first
unveiled at Bri�sh Automobile and Motor Cycle Show at the Grand Central Palace in “New York City” USA.

xiii. LRSOC forums, 14 November 2009, Differences Between Canadian and USA Series 1 Land Rovers, Reply 41, 260AC Michael Bishop.
xiv. Legend 215, page 52.
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SUMMARY

Overall, this “invasion” of USA by Bri�sh cars was a
great success: “Autoshow Sales Top Bri�sh Hopes
... a�endance and sales exceed expecta�ons …
Nuffield’s and Riley’s ’50 output completely sold”
(xv); “the manufacturers are thinking about staging
one on the west coast, possibly Los Angeles. The
Bri�sh believe that they’ll be able to sell more cars
here than they expected.” (xvi).

Away from the glare of the show, there was some
hesita�on to welcome these “invaders”: “The
American Automo�ve Industry … doesn’t ask
Government subsidies or protec�on … is willing to
take on any invader of its domes�c market. The
socialists in charge of Great Britain’s austerity
controlled economy might learn something from
this brush with capitalism if they didn’t hate and
fear compe��on as the devil does holy water.”
(xvii); Henry Ford II smiled broadly at the Rover
turbo car display at the NY Show (8), but in an
offstage interview he was more direct: “About
English-built automobiles, even machines built in
the Ford plants in England, Henry Ford II expresses
scant hope. It was plain he considered them a
great flop.” (xviii).

There may have been some heel dragging in 1950,
but the inevitable has happened; the auto industry
is now “Global”, Bri�sh automobiles including,
Land-Rover, enjoy a share of the USA market.

The NY Show introduced the American automobile
enthusiasts to the Rover Co. Ltd. line of vehicles;
the turbo car never did reach produc�on, but it did
put Rover in the spotlight; the
Rover 75

“cyclops” offered a luxury sedan (saloon) at an
affordable price; the Land-Rover general purpose
vehicle was recognized as an alterna�ve to the
ubiquitous Jeep, by the end of the 1950 calendar
year 182 Land-Rovers had been despatched to the
USA. The first of these official exports, L06113274,
s�ll exists.

The distribu�on agreement hashed out between
William and Reginald Rootes, and Spencer and
Maurice Wilks, opened the door to the huge USA
automo�ve market. From April 1950 un�l the
introduc�on of the upshot Series IIs in 1958, all
Rover vehicles exported to North America (USA
and Canada) were sold by Rootes. Rover had
become an accepted marque in North America,
foremost in their line was the Land-Rover.

xv. New York Times 17 April 1950
xvi. The Bradenton Herald (Bradenton, Florida, USA) 23 April 1950.
xvii. Detroit Free Press (Detroit, Michigan, USA) 21 April 1950.
xviii. Cincinna� Enquirer (Cincinna�, Ohio, USA) 23 April 1950.
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Series II/IIA/III Truck
A Series II/IIA/III 88 inch, short
wheelbase Truck cab (pick-up cab)
requires a closing plate (LR part no.
346325). This plate is NLA, so your
choices are buying a reproduc�on plate
( US$175 @ RoversNorth, varies in the
UK plus S&H&taxes) or making one
yourself. On the off-chance that you
would like to try and make your own,
Bill Leacock made this drawing of what
you need to make. This drawing can
also be found at h�p://www.LRFAQ.org
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A month or two ago, my RR Classic was limping on
7 cylinders. This was revealed to be a blown head
gasket caused by the head li�ing due to stripped
bolt threads in the cylinder block.

I was very annoyed. From what I've surmised this
all started when that engine was overheated, and
the buggered repair has just gone on making my
life interes�ng.

So, I set to work. A replacement cylinder head for
luck, replacement threads on 3 head bolt holes
(did all the machine work with the engine in the
car!!), and a racing stud kit (I am DONE with this
thing) put it all back together again.

Finally, last weekend saw it back together at the
end of a long day's work. Hooked up the ba�ery,
turned the key and it spun lus�ly but wouldn't
catch.

Checked everything - no spark. Went through
everything with a meter - power to the coil was
there, all the wires were connected and s�ll
nothing. Finally, exhausted, very cold and hungry I
declared defeat and went into the house - and
there it sat.

A�er a few days I decided to push the RRC
completely into the garage so that I could get the
door closed and keep the windblown snow out, as
there was a storm coming in. Bundled up, I
trudged out to the garage and decided to have
another look at the igni�on problem before I went

brute-force on the truck before I shoved it in. Hey,
it's -10C...I can stand it for a li�le while.

Coil wiring - in place. Wire to dizzy - good. Igni�on
module - plugged in.

I unplugged the igni�on module on the side of the
distributor and had a look at the connector. To get
it loose I had to press the lock with a screwdriver -
this wasn't as I remembered it. Any kind of a
dissonance in my muscle memory is a hint that
something is amiss.

I had a good look at the plug I'd removed. Pushed
it back on and it clicked. Took it off again and
looked at the inside of the plug.

OK, there are the conductors, there's the bail,
and...there is the key.

Oddly, the way I'd had the one-way-can't-be-fi�ed-
backwards plug in and locked did not align the key
with the slot.

Hmmmmm.

I turned the plug 180 and it clipped in place.
Thumbing the lock, it came right off again.

I put it back on in the orienta�on where the lock
was accessible (180 out from ini�al), got in and hit
the key.

VROOM! Off she went, clacking a bit as the li�ers

Ignition Follies. This is a dual cautionary tale - as much about mental attitude
as it is about mechanical failure. By Alan Richer
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pumped up but running leagues be�er than it had
previously.

Ran it 15 minutes or so then shut it down. I
needed to redo the �ming and a few other
adjustments, but it was running and running well.

While it was si�ng there running I had a good
stare at the wiring for the distributor and
specifically the connec�on to the Lucas DAB118
module on the side of the distributor. Like all
trucks of this one’s age the original 2-pin module
had long since failed and the later DAB118 with a
keyed 3-pin plug put on as a replacement. This
entailed the addi�on of a stub cable for the 2-to-3
pin adapta�on.

Much to my annoyance with the whole thing, it
turns out the can't-be-put-on-in-any-but-one-
orienta�on plug was no such damned thing - it
could be put on and clipped down in either of two
orienta�ons and one of them does not work. Later
examina�on of the connector on the cable showed
it to be distorted from the original design -
whatever plas�c the damned thing is made of is
not UV stable and the plug expanded, allowing it
enough room to be fi�ed wrong way out over the
key.

Figure 1 below shows the original connector - as
you can see from the shape it's distorted and
oversized enough to ignore the key. (photo
previous page)

I was not amused.

Once I found this the first thing I did was to order a
new stub cable to replace the one with the failing
plas�cs. This clipped solidly into place and would
not go on in any orienta�on but the correct one.
The photo of it below shows the difference to the
original - the rectangular opening is smaller and
the keyway slots more defined (photo
DAB118ConnectorNew)

While I was embarrassed at allowing myself to be
caught out by such a failure, I was more annoyed
with myself for breaking one of my own cardinal
rules – namely:

Thou shalt not work on anything when you are
�red.

Bo�om-line, I violated one of my tenets. I should
not have tried to run it up when I did ini�ally - I
had been at it too long and was �red even before
the malfunc�on. This is what led to the ini�al
failure, and my inability to spot it.

Now, I’ve gone on before about the tea break and
its vital place in the workshop, so I won’t reiterate
that here. However, this is just a classic case where
a rested eye caught the issue quickly, while a �red
one (and I had plugged and unplugged the
connector a few �mes) did not.

If there’s any take-away from this other than sheer
disgust for Lucas and unstable plas�cs it’s this:

1. When in danger, when in doubt – take a
break.

2. If you’re stumped – see Rule 1.
3. Whatever you do, be kind to yourself.
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For Sale - Series IIA 88, East Selkirk, Manitoba, POA

I believe its a Series 2 Land Rover produced from
1958-1961. It’s an 88 wheelbase 4 x 4 gas version.
This unit has been si�ng off the ground, s�ll has its
engine, transmission, axles etc. I also have 2 doors,
and front windshield (cracked). Delivery is available
for the right price. Project vehicle, not running.
Unsure what the exact year is. Last picture is what it
should look like with the right restora�on. Or decent
parts vehicle. No trades, will respond to reasonable
offers (ed note, it is a very early 1959 from the chassis
number I received)
Kijiji advert no. 1550310356

For Sale - Nothing!

Remarkably, this has been an extraordinarily slow
month in Canada for Series vehicles. While several
people have been asking about values for their Series
vehicles (two series ones in the USA in fact), there
have been just this pair that have been sent along for
sale since the last newsle�er was sent out in
February.

For Sale - 1956 86”, Romney, West Virginia, US$8,300

So I'm selling this series 1 86". �tle says 1956. Good
�tle. I'm the third owner. Motor is stuck. I have too
many motorcycle projects to build. Not interested in
spending �me on this. I'll look for one that is running.
I don't have to sell I'll put it in storage and build it
later. If someone wants it for $8,300. They can have
it, please be polite and don't trash me or the truck on
the value. Contact John Rinker via Facebook.
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For Sale

Rick Wood at Le Matre, Gaspe peninsula, Quebec




