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General Information

Ottawa Valley Land Rovers is the oldest and largest
Land Rover club in Canada. Membership is open to all
Land Rover enthusiasts. Executive meetings are held on
the first Monday of every month. Social meetings are held
on the third Monday of every month, generally at the
Prescott Hotel on Preston Street.

OVLR offers a monthly newsletter and a variety of
activities throughout the year, from mechanical seminars
and off-road rallies to social events and family oriented
outings. Members receive discounts on parts from a
number of North American suppliers. Off-road activities
come in several categories.The light version, which is
usually entertainment during a rally or at one of our family
sum-mer events, consists of a little “mud bogging” or
tours along country lanes.The heavy stuff, which is usually
several days across public lands navigating by compass,
topographical maps and aerial photos, involves bridge
building, river barging, and driving conditions ranging from
cedar swamp to rocky hill winching.

Membership: Canadians joining throughout the year
pay CD$35 per year, Americans and others pay US$30
per year. Membership is valid for one year.

OVLR Executive AND GENERAL HANGERS-ON

President:
Kevin Willey
Kevin.Willey@ccra-adre.gec.ca

Secretary-Treasurer:
David Meadows
david.meadows@sympatico.ca

Events Coordinator:
Kevin Newell
kevin.newell@city.ottawa.on.ca

Off-road Coordinator:
Terry King
tking@sympatico.ca

Past-president and Archivist:
Andrew Finlayson
dcafl@magma.ca

Auditor
Christian Szpilfogel
christian@szpilfogel.com

OVLR Marshall:
Murray Jackson
mjackson@igs.net

Returning Officer:
Your Name Here

Exec. Member-at-Large:
Dave Pell
dpell@nortelnetworks.com

Mechandising Coordinators:
Christine Rose
tcrose(sympatico.ca
Andrew Finlayson
dcaf@magma.ca

Webmaster:
Dixon Kenner
dkenner@fourfold.org

OVLR NEWSLETTER:

Newsletter Content Editors:
Shannon Lee Mannion

Newsletter Production Editor:
Keith Tanner

ottawavalleylandrovers@sympatico.ca keith@miata.net

Alastair Sinclair
alastair_sinclair@hotmail.com

Production Help
Bruce Ricker
joey(wigs.net

OVLR NEWSLETTER

ISSN 1203-8237

is published twelve times per year for club members. The editor welcomes
submissions of text and photographs for publication.

Submissions: Articles may be submitted to the Editor, Shannon Lee Mannion
(ottawavalleylandrovers@sympatico.ca) or via post to the club address.
Photographs should be sent directly to S.L.. Mannion, 2-41 Florence St., Ottawa,
ON Canada K2P OWé. Please include photographer’s name, captions,
identifications of people and vehicles, and a return address if you want the photos
back.

Deadlines: Submissions to the OVLR Newsletter must be received by the
15th of every month for inclusion in that month's newsletter. All items submitted
for publication should be legible and signed. Names maybe withheld at the
request of the writer. This is your newsletter. If you wish to write anything, we
welcome your input of any kind.

Editorial Policy: The Editor of the OVLR newsletter reserves the right to edit
any submitted material for space and content considerations. Articles, statements,
and opinions appearing in the OVLR newsletter do not necessarily reflect the
position of the officers, board of directors, members of the OVLR, or its sponsors
or advertisers. Where specific data regarding operation, safety, repairs, or
legislation are concerned you are advised to obtain independent verification. The
Club, officers, and contributors can accept no responsibility for the result of
errors or omissions given in this newsletter or by any other means.

Copyright: Pursuant to the Berne Convention, no portion of the OVLR
Newsletter may be reprinted without written permission of the editor. Copyright
is held by the author of the article and the balance held by OVLR Where
permission is granted, citation must include month and year of the OVLR issue.

RADIO FREQUENCIES

VHF 146.520

CB channel |

FRS channel | sub 5

SW 14,160 MHz

OVLR/Land Rover HAM:
14.160Mhz @ 01:00GMT Tuesdays

ONLINE

http://www.ovlr.org
Any ideas for the website please contact Dixon Kenner

Land Rover FAQ: http://www.fourfold.org/LR_FAQ

SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE

The 15th of the month for inclusion in next month’s issue.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

$35 CDN for 1/4 page ad,
must run for minimum of 3 months.
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TAKIN' CARE OF BUSINESS

STATE oF THE OVAL

by Kevin Willey

Hello everyone and welcome to the 20th year of the Ottawa Valley Land Rover Club.
For those of you who missed the Maple Sugar Rally, it’s really too bad since it was a great day for everyone. (See
Terry King’s article in this newsletter.) It was sunny and warm and very well-attended. A fun afternoon of green
(mud) laning was had by all. Ted Rose and Kevin Newell decided, once again, to lead the intrepid lot down the
slippery slope of doom! This year there were only three hours of winching to get everyone back up. Thanks to
everyone who pitched in to cook, clean and lead.

Next on the club agenda will be our biggest event of the year, The 20th Anniversary Birthday Party. Planning is
well underway. As in previous years, we hope to provide the same excellent event with fun for the whole family.
Most issues have been sorted and we are just waiting for the funding to proceed.

This brings me to the clubs most pressing issue. Due to circumstances beyond the control of last years board of
directors, our newsletter was unable to publish for a short time and it was decided to extend club memberships for
approximately six additional months. This difficult, but necessary decision resulted in drastically altering the cash
flow of our club. Not until early this year did the board of directors fully realize the implications of the decision.

In past years we had a large portion of the membership renew before the birthday party in June, which helped
fund the event. Now most members renewat or after the Birthday Party. This change results in the club beingin a
bit of a cash flow pinch. To make things more interesting, our club insurance has doubled from what it was in past
years and it may go up again as much as 50% this year. Our only other major expense is our newsletter. Produc-
tion and postage costs us approximately $3.00 per member, per month (now that’s a bargain).

One of the solutions we have decided to adopt is to offer the newsletter by e-mail. If you wish, we will e-mail a
PDF version to your email address every month. This will save our club the $3.00 per month, which will be put
back into the maintenance and betterment of our events. This option also provides you with the newsletter about a
week earlier than by post. I am asking everyone who has a high-speed line to please consider taking this option by
e-mailing the newsletter editor and advising her of your intentions.

The last bit of business, for now, is the need for volunteers to take positions on the board. Some of the current
group of directors may well desire to be replaced at the end of this season. We have about 80 local members who
are eligible to take positions or assist the board. Please seriously consider helping out. The really good news...
David Meadows is back as Secretary treasurer, making for a great level of organization.

In closing if you are able to accept a PDF please take this option. If you can offer your services to the club, please
step up. This year promises to be a great one for our 20-year-old club. Have a fun and safe off road season.

Respectfully
Kevin Willey
President
OVLR

A Sap NotE

Jrom Roy Parsons

It is with sadness that I inform the club of the passing of Elizabeth Huggins, beloved wife of club member Harold
Huggins, of White Rock, British Columbia. For the newer members unacquainted with Harold, back in the 1970’s
when Harold and Elizabeth lived in Ottawa, Harold founded A.L.R.O.C (Association of Land Rover Owners of
Canada). Harold singlehandedly produced the club newsletter, “Transfer Box,” for many years. Some of the original
Ottawa area A.L.R.O.C members subsequently formed the club we have today, Ottawa Valley Land Rovers. On
behalf of the club, I offer Harold and his family our deepest sympathy.
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THe MAPLE SYRUP RuUN - APRriL 2003

by Terry King with photos taken by Scott King

Have you ever wondered what fresh maple syrup tea tastes like ? Well, now [ know. Vern and Linda Fairhead
hosted the 2003 OVLR Maple Syrup Run (for the nth time) and I had the pleasure of tasting the nectar of the north-
ern gods for the first time during the pre-run visit on a Saturday in April. Note to myself: bring insulin when visiting
Vern next year. And maybe a defibrillator. Sweet? Oh yes . . .

On the Sunday, even though Vern’s syrup business was at its peak, he found the time to allow 50-60 Land Rover
types to invade his land and have a day in the fresh air. After a winter that pretty much sucked the life out of
everyone I know, in was a welcome change to head up to rural Shawville and have a day to play in the muck.This is
the traditional first run of the year for the club, which happens even before the Spring Tune-up, at the changing of
the seasons. I guess it gives people a chance to see what they need to work on at the tune - up (Peter: are you
listening?)...Anyway, this year had perfect weather, tons of food, and happy smiling people. (Christine . . . can you
smile at Erika even though she is sliding in the mud?...thank you) . . .

The day started with a pleasant drive up the Ontario side, and across a picturesque bridge into La Belle Province.
I knew the thaw was underway when I saw that Vern had blocked the entrance to the backyard with three trucks.
(In literary terms this is foreshadowing) . . .

We hauled the trailer to its predetermined spot and immediately set about discovering the principles of packing
and unpacking . . . everything you want and need is on the bottom . . . everything you don’t want or need is on the
top and tangled . . . but eventually the coffee urn emerged from the heap, and the propane was hooked up to the
burners (thanks Dave M.) . . . and electricity was applied to the urn (thanks Newton and Vern) . . .

Off-roaders are hungry people ... we proved this by cooking roughly 300 sausages and a zillion “liberty toasts”
(formerly French toasts) . . . over the next hour or so . . . there were also fruit and homemade beans (thanks to
Christine’s Mom). Let me tell you that it was HOT on the other side of the burner . . . but, I paid off the other pho-
tographers and all photos of me in an apron have been shredded . . .

To the trail . . . Ted Rose was the lead on the off road for the day (Thanks Ted), and after he figured out a route
with Vern that would accommodate the varied group that had assembled (and wrote it down on a pie plate . . . we
headed out . . . there were several Series vehicles, multiple Discos, a Rangie, Freebies (2), a Defender AND a Toyota
Land Cruiser (very rare in these parts) . . .

The first part of the run was pretty tame . . . you can see John in his Defender, followed by Kevin W. in his Disco,
and the "unknown off-roader” (Ben Corrie) in the topless light weight . . . some snow, a little mud, and some climb-
ing . . . followed by Gord in his Freebie . . . then the light weight and Terry K. in his Disco . ... .. this was not easy
.. . you really needed to watch the line. because it was easy to get sideways and maybe pull a tire off a rim (com-
ments anybody? KN?) ...slow but sure was the way to go today . . . there was a big rock in the centre that you knew
would be waiting for the return trip....

Eventually, most of us made it to the bottom with the aid of gravity and horsepower....

While we took a break at the bottom . . . and had our snacks . . . the unknown lightweight climbed a 90-degree
hill to give the kids a thrill.... What goes down must come up....one of our new members, John, in his very recently
acquired Defender is shown taking a crack at the base of the hill, and at the same time christening his truck in
mud . . . this was John’s first off-road in the vehicle and let me tell you . . . the bottom part was the worst . . . it
took several runs to find the line, followed by a few tugs and pushes to get him and most vehicles up the slope . . .
because at this point the afternoon sun had melted the clay and ice and the water was rushing down the track in
the ruts. Perfect.

Ted Rose guided and winched several vehicles at the bottom, and Kevin Wiley and Kevin Newell winched or
coached several through the topportions...eventually, Peter Gaby headed up. Peter decided to stop here for a few
minutes while we gave him a boost (see reference to Spring tune-up above) . . . providing Ted an opportunity to
demonstrate both his athletic ability and his capabilities as good-to-have-around-in-a-tough-spot)....

[ followed them up the hill, with two joyful kids in the back (sorry Erica) scattering a few plastic bits on the
wooden obstacles (saplings), and we all headed for Vern’s once again. After packing up the trailer and roughly 12
hours in the fresh air we headed for home . . . and a warm dry bed.
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